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[ struck that out and put in this, which includes || notorious that every question we have decided to || YEAS—Mesers. Bell, Bright, Cass, Chase, Clarke, Coop 





my own State also. think the Senator is right | adopt has been one which was decided against in a 7 a nae he Downs, Rwing, Felcti, 
in trying to reduce the postage as much as possible, | the House. 1 will not detain the Senate, but I do | gturecan Teenie widens Wits a 
but { think in California they will not care a six- || urge the Senate to reject the amendment. | NAYS— ein Baldwin, Berrien, Borland, Bradbury, 
ence about the reduction from ten to five cents. | Mr. DICKINSON. For the purpose of making | Butler, Clay, Davis of Massachusetts, Dawson, Hamlin, 
om told that they knqw nothing about so small || the bill conform to the House Pill I-move to re- Dine er eet Sebastian, Smith, Spruance, Turney, 
a sum as three cents in California, and I think it | vive the amendment which I proposed the other | ~ 4 md een rath 

will be found that.if the reduction is made, the | day with regard to newspapers. It was offered | ae the oars 2 as adopted. 

result will be that ad ome will throw up | the other day in Committee of the Whole. It is di a = o He AR x i St aick adetion add, ag an ad- 
their commissions, and the people of California | this: to strike out the following words, commencing itional section, the seventh section of the House 


bill: 


‘ < “That it shall be inthe power of the Postmaster General, 
Mr. GWIN. The House bill provides amply ““The postage on the reguiar numbers of a newspaper || at ail post offices where the postmasters are appointed by 


for that. It provides for the present perc@ntage || published weekly, for any distance not exceeding fifty miles, || the President of the United States, to establish post routes 
for the officers. The objection will be removed if || *iall be five cents per quarter.” within the cities or towns, to provide for conveying letters 
the House bill should be adopted. That sugges- And insert these words: to the post offices by establishing suitable and convenient 


; P G : places of deposit, and by employing carriers to receive and 
tion of the Postmaster General was made without _ * All newspapers, published weekly only, shall circulate || deposit them in the post office; and at all such offices it 
reference to newspapers and periodicals, But I am || in the mail tree of postage, within the county where pub- |, shall be in his power to cause letters to be delivered by suit 
prepared to show that he is mistaken in the esti- 


lished.” | able carriers, to be appointed by him for that purpose, for 
mates with regard to the diminution of the revenue, Mr. RUSK. I-am not going to debate this || Which not exceeding one or two cents shall be a 
ifthe reduction is confined to letters. He says | 


‘ , . be paid by the person receiving or sending the same; and 
question at all. [t was debated at length the other | all sums so received shall be paid into the Post Office De- 
there will be a great loss if the reduction is con- || day, and was voted down by the Senate. It is a | partment: Provided, The amount of compensation allowed 
fined to printed matter; but this is confined to let- | distinction which will create confusion and discon- | bY Me Postmaster General to carriers shall in no case exceed 
: . a 7 . : > 6 © ; . <s . the amount paid into the Treasury by each town or city un 
ters. I am sure that the past increase of mailable | tent; it will diminish the commission of the post- || gor the provisions of this section.” ~ 
matter and letters between California and the other | ane gag the age ns ys: produce discon- Mr. RUSK. I have no objection to the amend- 
sections of the Union would in a great degree re- || tent in that bagi and it will select one class of |) ment proposed. If I understand it, it is to estab- 
move these objections. I am cere confident || ane ee 1e Sy eth of throwing them en- |} jigh post offices in the cities. Upon examination, 
| that the number of letters would be fourfold what || trely upon the bounty of the Government without || | find that the cost of establishing them will be 
they now are, if the postage is reduced. But I || paying a cent. It will be, in my judgment, an 


would have fewer officers. in the fourth line of the second section: 


oo : t 2 a | small, and it puts it in the power of the Postmaster 
will not detain the Senate. I hope, however, || injury to the newspapers themselves; for where a || General to make considerable improvement in the 
wear establish the principle of uniformity in | postmaster * bound Is —"S papers without a || jarve cities, and save considerable revenue. Itean 
this bill. _ |} Sixpence for his trouble, he will be more careless. | qo no harm, at least, and may do good. 

: With regard to that portion of Texas which will || And then, instead of trying to extend the circula- || The amendment was adopted 
be affected by this bill, it will be but a small portion || tion of such papers, as they now do, it will be for | Mr.SMITH. The amendment which was made 
of the western part, where there is but little cor- || their interest to diminish their circulation. This 


on the motion of the honorable Senator from New 
York [Mr. Dickinson] destroys the congruity of 
the bill, and some further amendment becomes ne- 
| cessary on account of it. I wish that partof the 
| bill may be read as amended. 


respondence with the northern States, although || has been tried before, and the result was, that in- 
» there may be a great increase between that portion || stead of operating for the benefit of the country 
of the country and New Orleans. ‘The other parts || presses, it operated directly against them. Such 
. of the United States will not be affected by this || was the confusion and discontent, that @ the next 


. provision. || session after its passage the law was repealed, It was accordingly read: 
Mr. WALKER. For my life I cannot see that } and one cent postage was substituted. This al- “That newspapers not exceeding two ounces in weight, 


the bill makes any discrimination at present against || ready reduces the postage from fifty-two cents a | sent trom the office of publication to actual and bona fide 
. California. People there will not have to pay any || year to twenty cents; and who will grumble at || subscribers, shall be charged with postage as follows, to 
; postage for that long distance, unless for corre- || that? ? ee Ae omeertee —— ee, ee 
spondence with persons at that distance. Suppose Mr. DICKINSON. As [ offered it the other || jinea POSS Wie me com’) : 
. the people of California have to pay according to | day, there was an addition to the amendment of | Mr. SMITH. The bill as amended leaves a gap 
these rates for correspondence with New York, || the words, ‘to the distance of thirty miles from 


se Tr 2 a RE EE ER PET or chasm wholly unprovided for. 1 therefore move 
¢ the citizens of New York have to pay the same || the office of publication.” It is now confined to || ,, insert, after the words which were inserted on 
4 for correspondence with California. Ido not see || the circulation within the county. 1 know it is | . . 5 y aaa Saaat fol 

<a eee ; aid '| the metion of the Senator from New York, the fol- 
‘ that it is any more a discrimination against Cali- || too late to debate the amendment now, and I do 


fornia than against New York or any other part || not feel disposed to do so; but I think it should be || lowing words: 








if of the country in correspondence with California. | adopted on every principle of justice and propri- | ‘iia sublished Seals hr cup Gkeus ont vouleees ‘tity 
re She is placed on an equal footing with the other || ety; and 1 think that none of the consequences }| miles, out of the county where published, shall be five cents 
. States of the Union, and I cannot see how it has || which have been suggested will follow. I revive it | per quarter.”? 

e entered the head of any person that the bill makes || for this reason, that the principle is contained in || The amendment was agreed to. 

7 any discrimination. It is evident there must be the House bill, and I desire to know which will | Mr. RUSK. Ihave an amendment to offer to 
” two parties to the correspondence, and the postage || pyevail, as it is to be tested in the Senate. '| the amendment which was adopted on the motion 
id which each will have to pay will be the same. Mr. CASS. I have no desire to enter into a || of the Senator from Louisiana, [Mr. Svuxe,} in 
ld Mr. GWIN. Ifa letteris sent from New York || discussion upon this amendment, but I rise to ex- || the eighth section, by inserting ‘* seven ’’ in the 
re to Wisconsin only three cents is paid; but if || press the wish thatit may be adopted. I consider || place of ‘*four,”’ so as to extend the time of con- 
" a citizen of Wisconsin writes to a citizen of Cali- || it one of the most important means for the dissem- || tracts which the Postmaster General may make, 
j- fornia, he must pay six cents; or if a citizen of || ination of such information as these local presses || and to limit it to seven years. 

California writes to New York he must pay six communicate. We all know that the support of || Mr. GWIN. I understood that the Senator 
in cents, || county newspapers is a hard business, at any rate. || from Texas was going to move to strike out the 
t- Mr. WALKER. That is clear. If we corre- || We want the county papers in our own neighbor- | eighth section. 
re spond with New York we pay three cents, and if | hood sustained, and if they are not the means of i} ‘Mr. RUSK. I intended to do so, and to offer 
0 we correspond With California we pay six cents. || information which they diffuse will be lost to the || it in connection with the post office bill; but the 
rs But I do not look upon it as a discrimination. || people. They are the best means of diffusing in- | Senator from Louisiana, who has charge of that 
r- There will be a great deal of correspondence be- || formation which we have. | bill, proposed that it should be adopted here. ® 
s. tween my own State and California, and of course || Mr. BORLAND. I desire to say aword. I Mr. GWIN. I shall then move to strike out 
a the citizens of my State will have to pay their || am opposed to the amendment for this reason: || the eighth section, as itgives extraordinary power 
to share of the postage as well as the citizens of Cal- || that it discriminates not in favor of the local press, || to the Postmaster General, such as has never 
in fornia. I do not think they will consider it any i so far as my own State is concerned, but against || been conferred upon the head of a Department in 
he discrimination against them. All the discrimina- || it. Look at the western States and see what will .| this Government. He may involve the Govern- 
se tion is, that if a person writes to another within a || be the effect upon the local papers. How many || ment in an enormous expense by making contracts 
v- certain distance, he pays three cents, and if he || papers circulate in the counties where they are || with numerous lines of steamships. 1 am utterly 
on writes to another beyond a certain distance he || published? Comparatively none, and in the ma- || opposed to that unless it is done by the direct action 
it ays six cents, whether he lives in California, || jority of our counties it would be no relief to them | of Congress. + ie lye 
ole New York, or Wisconsin. nor their subscribers. It would discriminate in| Mr. RUSK. I have no objettion to striking 
m The amendment was agreed to. favor of the people in the cities and densely pop- | out the section here, but | shall offer it as an 
st- The PRESIDENT. “The question will be on || ulated portions of the country, but to no extent || amendment to the post office bill. The Senator 
is the amendment proposed by the Committee of the |} to be appreciated by papers in the new States; for || from California is.entirely mistaken. It does not 
to Senate, the papers there are circulated hundreds of miles | confer as much pees as is now conferred by the 
ate Mr. GWIN.. That question, then, is on the || from the place where they are published, and be- | existing law with regard to steam lines. 
ce adoption of the substitute for the bill of the House. | yond the limits of the counties. | Mr.GWIN. We will discuss that question 
ent ! hope it will not be adopted. I am perfectly con- The question was then taken on the adoption of | when the post office bill comes up. 

, fident that if we cannot pass the House bill, we | the amendment, and the yeas and nays being or- | 


Mr. RUSK. ee to the amendment 
the 


ry: shall lose cheap postage for thie session. It is || dered, the reeult was as follows: || adopted on the motion of Senator from Lou- 
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isiana, [Mr. Sovre,] contracts shall not be made || bill more sensible, reasonable, and just. The || master General shall go on and administer the du- 


for a longer period than four years. My proposi- || Senate will decide whether it is right or wrong. _|| ties of his office, no matter what may be the State 
tion is to extend the time to. seven years. | The motion was not agreed to. '| of the revenues, no matter how inadequate they 


Several Senators. That is too long. | | may be for arty on the operations of the P,. 


Ss . || Mr. CHASE. I move to amend the bill in the |, ng oD 
oo RUSK. Itis ten years as the law now | second line of the second section, as it has been | partment. The bill provides that post offices shal 
etands. 


a ° . : ise ; . . P 
DOWNS. I a ’ || amended, so as to restore it to what it was as it |) be eee no matter how insignifican; 
Mr. DOWNS. I hope the amendment will not || came from the committee, by striking out “three” || they may be; and no matter how inadequate th, 
be adopted. I consider the time as altogether too | : 


it will def , bi '| and inserting “‘two.”? If we insert “three,” we || Tevenues may be, the Postmaster General shajj 
ong; it will defeat entirely the object of the) purden the mails with an enormous weight for the 


amendment offered by my colleague. The object | gecommodation of two or three papers, which I 
of his amendment, as I understand, is to enable | think ought not to be done. I therefore move to 
the Postmaster General to make contracts without || restore it to what it was as it came from the com- | 
being bound up toa particular time. I think the | jittee 

time now proposed is too long. We know that Mr. RUSK. 


I hope that will not prevail. It | 


continue every post office in the country. In th, 
next place it provides thet he shall establish addi- 


tional post offices, although the revenue may be jn. 


adequate, and he shall grant additional mail fie;\j- 
ties in the same manner as if ,the bill provided a), 


| adequate revenue. He shall go on with the oper. 








these routes suddenly change, so that what may || j, true that it operates in favor of one or two || ations of the Department, although the Depart 


> i ron . } . . . | 
be a good one this year may not be so the next; | papers only in the United States; because only |) ment may be bankrupt, and there may be a iota! 
the price which it will be necessary to pay in one ‘ 


: one or two papers go over two ounces in weighi, | deficiency of revenue; he shall go on with the 
year may be less than in another. It will prevent || ang they go over it to only a small fraction. So || present scale of granting facilities, perfectly rec 
a spirit of monopoly by the Government being | that the matter is of very little consequence with || !e38 of the consequences to the Department and ,, 
bound by a contract when they could get a better | peoard to the additional papers which go over two | the @overnment. = 
one. I understand that the object of the amend- || gunces, The great objection to striking it out is || , Phen comes in the provision that the compensa. 
ment offered by my colleagueawho is not now in || this, that it makes that complicated which is now | “on of ne postmaster shall be diminished in eoy- 
his seat, was this. I think the time fixed in the plain. The advantage to the Post Office Depart- || Sequence of the passage of this act. We allknoy 
original proposition was one year, which was || ment will be inconsiderable. The postage now that postmasters are compensated by a certaiy 
afterwards changed to four; that is certainly long |) 6, some of these papers will be six dolinns » year, || ate per cent. We know that the bill proposed 
enough. Persons who would not take a contract || and jf this is stricken out it will be double. ” | by the Senate will diminish the income whic) 
for four years would not be likely to take one for || My. CHASE. The proposition is simply this: || would accrue to postmasters, more or less; an 
a longer period. I cannot conceive why this |) to carry newspapers not exceeding two ounces in || the bill passed by the House will greatly diminish 
amendment should be offered, or why the section || weicht at the rate specified in the bill. We have the rate per cent. to which postmasters are enti- 
should be altogether stricken out. [ hope it will || never heretofore cone beyond that. If we increase || ted. I find, on recurring to the report of the Post- 
oes as - a 1 am very sorry the question has || the weight to three ounces we burden the mails, eee General at the er gee ae ap a 

een raised at this time; because my colleague, who || ag jt coe . scessarilv. ey that the compensation of postmasters, during th 
is on the Committee on the Post Office and Post | Pp rheagmebott ian Salah 5 ay aNirtibellad ot | last fiseal year, was $1,549,376 19. What the com- 
ae not penn in Bea i ‘ores eens I |! these mammoth sheets, but we also throw out in- || ores dude, aan I do 
unk it very strange that the chairman of the |) gucements to sending out an immense quantity of |; 2Ot Know— , ar nore. So we 
committee should say that he would move to in- Se oem already acai ae i ‘| see, the bill provides that these postmasters 
sert it in another bill, although he eaye he is Op- | such an extent that in remote sections of the west- _ throughout the country, although there is a per- 
posed to it. If it is right, let us pass it now. || ern country we shall scarcely have any mails at al], | Centage under the existing laws of $1,159,376 19, 
Mr. RUSK, If the Senator had taken the | Wr. DICKINSON. I apprehend the Senator ., Shall receive that full sum at all events. I desire 
trouble to read the section, he would have seen!) fom Ohio is mistaken. The paper will be just as || to know whether the Senate is prepared to enter 
that the object is to enable the President to annul |; jarve as now, but it will be printed on a ‘poorer | nto such extravagant legislation as this. There is 
a contract when he can get a better one. That is | quality of paper, to bring down the weight to the | to be in the year a great reduction of the revenues 
the object of the insertion of seven years. It is |) maximum of the weight specified in the bill. The || of the Department; and the House bill proposes 
ten years now, by the law under which he is | object should be to encourage the printing upon || an appropriation of $1,500,000 to make up that def 
authorized to enter into a contract. This reduces |) pood hay paper. I hope the amendment of the | ciency. The amendment proposed by the Senator 
the time three years. I do not care much about || Senator will not prevail. ; | from ‘Texas contains, if I mistake not, a provision 
the amendment, as it stands, because I want it in |) — Ty : ; ee | for an appropriation of $500,000 for the same pur- 
a proper form, and I can offer it in such form in ||  monon w on Re OStee ?. || pose. So that, according to either one or the other 
connection with another bill, |; Mr. SMIT i: oe BORE for t ey ee of || scheme there is anticipated a considerable reduc- 
Mr. DOWNS. lIask that the eighth section, | Sener scatathanes et pr eaene - these two || tion of the revenues. The House bill provides 
as amended, may be read. }} bills se een por petanenns. 4 i postages of the || that a much larger portion of the revenue shall |) 
Mr. RUSK. ‘To avoid all controversy, I will || COUNYYs Out I wish sor 2 nEre. ome. SS call || allowed to the postmasters than the present law 
withdraw the motienéo amend. || the attention of the Senate to some very extraordi- | 


=e : eae |, allows. How is the Department to sustain itself’ 

Mr. GWIN. I now move to strike out thewhole || [°TY Previsions in the House bill which I a | I consider the House bill as perfectly wild and 
of the eighth section. I do not think it properly read to the Senate. The Senator from California || 

vertains to this bill. It willembarrass it passage. || 


has told us—and I believe the same suggestion j chimerical, and (I. really ibelieve.that.it would iv- 
therefore hope the Senate will agree to strike it | 

















ae eae a ea 1 f the || volve the Department, in one short year, in irre- 
las Deen made by some omer Members Of Me || trievable bankruptcy. I am not tobe told we must 





— — -— - e ——  eSC 





» - 1 ate 
out, and allow it to come into the other bill, indi- || body—that we are not to deliberate on the sub- | take this bill or nothing. L would, however, rather 
cated by the Senator from Texas. || ject; we are not to entertain any judgment on the || tape nothing than such .a wild, chimerical bil! as 
Mr. DOWNS. I hope the section will not be || subject, and are not to express our opinions, what- || that of the House. 
stricken out. We pove lesen deliberating wpon it || ever they may be; because it is said that unless || Me GWIN. Croakings have been: heard about 
some time, and I see.no good reason why it should || We pass the House bill exactly as it came from |} jow postage bankrupting the Post Office Depari- 
be stricken out. 7 || that body, we cannot expect to have any reduc- || jent before; but they have had their day. They 
The Pouce was agreed to. ip Gan: OF, pose at the present Session of Chn- | now ereate more merriment than serious alarn 
Mr. UPHAM. I wish to propose an amend- || gress. Tam among those who do not believe that | We were told all this in 1845, and it would bea 
ment, to come in at the end of theamendment pro- | such will be the consequence of adopting an im- | dangerous experiment, I think, for a man to ven- 
posed by the Senator from New York, [Mr. || paared system of postages. I believe that if any || ture his reputation on such prophecies now. Low 
exiwson,] making papersto circulate free within || Pill passes the two Houses of Congress at the || postages have increased the revenues. I think 
the county where they are published. I propose || Present Session, this bill is more likely than any |) that this warning comes with abad grace from 
to add to his amendment as adopted, the words ‘or | other to eae the favorable consideration of the the Senator from Connecticut, who has presented { 
within thirty miles of the place where published.’ || House of Representatives. But if I believed it || 4 bil to the Senate on the subject of French spolie- ( 
The object of the amendment is to remedy what || “* otherwise, that the House of Representatives || tions, which takes five millions for private pur- 
I conceive a defect in the bill as it now is. “Many | would not permit us to exercise our judgment and ‘| poses, while this bill only appropfiates half a million 
papers are printed on the borders of counties, and | GR. An SEER SRRIOD.O0. mr ennaaaee? See | for a great national benefit. I would a) 
will, of course, circulate free to subscrib rithi a S mee oe z e \| fer it to the bill which appropriates such an ‘ 
the ounty, while Sadeolibone wstii?inthoes aa | surrender the object of it forthe present. But I |) caaaned from the Treasury a maioty doubtful 
out of the county, will have to pay. It will be | Will not take up the time of the Senate in running \ claims. The subjectof bankrupting the Treasury "i 
unjust to confine them tothe county, orallowthem | ® parallel between these two different. schemes, |) i, brought forward against any bill for*Californie: ' 
to circulaté free within it, and not to permit them | Which | would gladly do if there were time; but I i¢ we bring forward one forthe creation of a dry ' 
to do so to their neighbors out of the county. The wish to call the attention of the Senate to some of |) dock ora mint, or. any such‘necessary object, '' ' 
counties aré small in Vermont, compared with the || the very extraordinary provisions of the House | j, said that weshall bankruptthe Treasury. [tis t 
western and southwestern States. “It seems to me || Dill. I will read from the first section of the bill: | the same with regard to.low postage. I have some § 
it is fair, and just, and equitable, inasmuch as so | “Upon each letter not weighing over one half ounce || estimates which .go to shaw that the Secretary 0! i 
many papers are ublished on the borders.of coun- || Mfee,centss and for each additonal half nance, or fraction | the ‘Treasury is mistaken .as;to. the estimates he t 
Hany pay rep : , | of half an ounce, three cents: Provided, That no post office | ry . 
ties, tiat they Should have the right to circulate || now in existence shall be discontinued, nor shall the mail || has made with regard to the revenues for the pres- } 
free within a distance of thirty miles. |, service on any mail route in any of the States or Territories ent fiscal year, — ; k 
Mr. RUSK. T hope that amendment will not | Be decamtinved aod aimiished in connaurnce of any | “"Mte. Corwin, in his annual report to Congres, 
be adopted. It is one of the smallest sort of |! 4nd provided, further, That it shall be the duty of the || estimated the revenue for the 1 year ending 
amendments, and one that will produce unlimited || Postmaster General to establish new post offices, and place | June 30, 1851, as follows: t 
confusion, and make the bill nonsensical, and | the mail oorene on gor all perme established, or that || Customs. .< 44000002 ene + +» 45,000,000 é 
make it very difficult for postmasters to make up | {hi. anger p heen Smeesd: shed provided, furt hor hat Lands, ..++sseeeeeeeeees SD 8 
accounts, because the inerease depends upon the | the compensation of no postmaster shall-be diminished in | Miscellaneous sources....-+ ’ u 
rates established for each distance. consequence of the passage of this act.’ 1 n 
Mr. UPHAM. My object was to make the || Now, here is the broad provision that the:Post- || $47,592,000 I 
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1851. 

| estimate the revenue far above this amount, 
viz: atover $54,000,000, thus: The revenue from 
July 1, 1850, to January 1, 185], the first six 
months of the present fiscal year, as ascertained 
from actual returns, (and for which warrants were 
drawn,) Was $23,125,606 82. This sum does not 
include San Francisco only to the extent of 
«259,000, while the revenue tor five months, from 
July to December, amounted to $1,253,420 89; 
jeaving the revenue for other ports on the At- 
lantic and Pacific in’ ike manner to be added 
to the receipts. The revenue from lands have 
largely and unexpected increased. Mr. Corwin 
estimated the receipts short of two millions for the 
year ending June 30, 1851. There has already 
heen received for the first half of the present fiscal 
year $1,048,289 48, and it is accounted for by the 


| 


| 


nassage of the bounty land act—many persons | 


paying up at once to secure their lands on the line | 


of the railroads and canals, and to the ignorance 
of emigrants, who are not familiar with land scrip, 
bounty land warrants, &c. 

My estimate, sir, of the revenue for the present 


fiscal year, 1 stated before, is $54,000,000, and I | 


will show how I make it out. The actual returns 
for the first six months, from July 1, 1850, to Jan- 
vary 1, 1851, as appears on the books of the 
Treasury Department, is $23,125,605 82 
Add five months’ revenue for San Francisco 

alone, not embraced in the above sum.... 


1,253,420 89 
Oregon and other ports on the Atlantic and 











Pale. <co cgdd opednn 660s HEC bans ccionde 300.000 00 
Customs first six months........... oes oe ee 24,680,027 71 
Lamds.coccccvsceesavcesscess $1,048,289 48 
MiscellanCOUs...ccccsscceses 312,500 00 

-_ 1,360,789 48 
First half of fiscal year..... bbe binks saw dee $26,040,817 19 


The actual returns from twenty ports for the 
month of Jauuary, 1851, is..$5,018,939 92 
Add San Francisco and some 
one hundred ports on the At- 
lantic and Pacific......... 986,060 08 





$32,040,817 19 





Add for five remaining months,in which the 
whole East and West India fleet are ex- 
pected, and the Spring supply from Eng- 
land, France, and the Mediterranean, at 
the average of four and a half millions, is. 21,000,000 00 

Lands, same as last six months............. 1,048,289 48 

Miseellaneous ay. I  cdese 312,500 00 

Revenue for the year... .see cece seve ceee oe$04,401,606 67 

Balance in the Treasury, per Mr. Corwin’s 
report, July l, RO 600 a0» +. 





See eee ewe ewes 





$51,006,151 16 








Now, the Treasury isin no danger of being bank- 
rupted while we have these immense revenues and 
receipts. " The chairman of a committee in the 
other House struck of€ two millions from the Army 
appropriation bill, and the chairman of the Naval 
Committee is prepared to reduce the appropriation 
to the Navy two millions.’ So that there can be 
no danger from keeping the compensation of post- 


masters where it is at present, and from giving | postage from California from forty cents down to 


additional mail facilities. I call upon the Senate, 
therefore, to sustain the House bill, for I think the 
amendment endangers the passage of any low 
postage bill at the present seasion. 

Mr. HUNTER. I simply rise to say that I 
think it would be a dangerous experiment to make 
our estimates upon the idea that we are to receive 
$55,000,000 of revenue; for the returns show the 
receipts by the Commissioner of Customs up to 
February 20th to be about $30,000,000,” and I 
ain told they come as near to the estimates as they 
were ever known to do on any previous occasion. 
As far as the returns have been made, they go to 
show that the estimates of the Secretary of the 
Treasury are correct. It is not certain, but I 
think it is dangerous to make the prophecy that 
there will be any increase over the estimates of the 
Secretary; for as far as we can judge they will 
prove nearly correct. I must say I think there is 
a great deal in what the Senator from Connecticut 
has said when he asks that we shall not adopt the 
bill of the House, and thus throw the expense of 
Sustaining the Post Office Department upor the 
Treasury. I do not deem that the croakings, as 
they are called, about the bill of 1845, did prove 
enurely groundless; for when we look into the 
surplus which is said to have been oceasioned b 
it, it will be found to be an artificial one. In esti- 
mating this sup balance, we charge the Navy 
Department with about $800,000 to support mail 


6,000,000 00 | 


6,604,544 49 | 








ee 


steamers, and credit the Post Office Department 
with the receipts for the postage upon what they 
carry. Nor is this the only error in that caleula- 
tion, for it omjts to charge the Post Office Depart- 
ment with between seven and eight hundred 
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|| That of San Francisco exceeds any port in the 


} not been heard from for three months. 


thousand dollars drawn from the Treasury at the | 
commencement of the postal system which is now | 


in existence. When we take all these items into 
consideration, I think it will be found that there 
were good grounds for the fears entertained at that 
time. I think it is a matter of very grave and se- 
rious consideration that the Postmaster General, 
who is known to be a friend to low postages, is of 
the opinion that the Department will not sustain 
itself if we adopt the House bill. I submit it to 
the friends of low postages and the friends of the 
Department, if it be not a very dangerous matter 
; to make this rash and hasty experiment? I am 
willing to reduce postages as low as they can be 
reduced consistently, upon the principle of making 
_the Department sustain itself. In all laws of this 
sort, the first thing to be looked to is to make the 
Department sustain itself; and next, that the post- 
|ages shall be as low as possible consistent with 
that object. 
Now, the proposition contained in the bill con- 
fesses on its face that it is probable that the ex- 
| pense for supporting the Department will be thrown 
upon the Treasury go.a large extent. If this 
system should be introdiced, | hope the Senate 
and this Congress will proceed more cautiously. 
For myself I should have been willing to make a 
reduction of twenty per cent., and that would 
| have been a great reduction, and I would 


have 


Union except New York and Boston , and that has 
The Sen- 
ator from Texas has brought up a subject before 
| the Senate which | should like to have discussed, 
and that is, the line of steamships. They were 
established for the purpose of enabling our marine 
to compete successfully with that of Great Britain, 
| our great rival for commercial supremacy, which 
depends on the success of this experiment. It is 
yet in its infancy, and yet it has produced the 
most astonishing results, and, when properly per- 
fected, it will make ours the first commercial marine 
| in the world. It was never intended that it should 
| create mail facilities, and was not established for 
| that purpose. Yet the facilities are ten times as 
great in California as when they were established. 
Sut | hope the establishment of those steamships 
will not be charged to California. 
The PRESIDENT. 
amendment to the bill. 
Mr. GWIN. _l ask for the yeas and nays. 
Mr. CLAY. have risen to say that if the 
friends of free debate and free postage w ill only 


The question is on the 


|| come to some conclusion to settle this conflict be- 


been willing to go on reducing as long as the Post | 


Office Department sustained itself; but you may 
rely upon it that if the Department be thrown 
upon the Treasury, it will be one of the most cor- 
rupting and dangerous institutions we have ever 
had. The very argument we have heard that 
| letters must pass all distances for the same price, 
would go to prove that we should give a daily 
mail to all places; that it was a gratuity from the 
|Government to the people, and being so, all 
should share alike. t say that when once we de- 
| part from the principle heretofore established that 
the Post Office Department shall sustain itself, 
we should surelv go too far. I think we goa too 
far if we go further than the Postmaster General 
says we may safely go. Of the two, | prefer the 
amendment of the Senate’s committee; butI do 
not think I can vote for it, for I think the reduc- 
tions are too great. 

Mr. RUSK. Iam prepared, if it were proper 
to do so, to enter into the defence of the sugges- 
tion which I have offered, and which has been dis- 
| cussed for some time. I think I could show that 

this is the safest plan for. those to take who are in 
favor of the sebention of postages. I think I 
could show that it would come to within a small 
arrount of the estimates made by the Department. 


|| The objection made to it I think is unfounded. 


There is now a reduction proposed on the letter 


| ten, and if payment is made in adavnee down to 
six cents. I think that, when we consider the 
| enormous expense it is to carry the mails to Cal- 
| ifornia, and in view of the immense wealth of his 
| constituency, and the great amount of gold there, 
they cannot ask for a greater reduction. The 
effect of the reduction will be thrown upon other 
parts of the country. Inthe name of common 
sense, can we not wait for one year before we will 


| dash down and put the postage at three cerfts, and | 


|General? But I will not take up the time of the 
Senate. We are now within ten minutes of the 
time assigned for the special order, when this 
matter must be dropped. 1 trust we shall have a 


| vote. 
| Mr.GWIN. I will not detain the Senate five 
| minutes. I want to correct the Senatorfrom Texas 


in regard to the operation of the substitute, but I 
will not go into the discussion of the suggestion 
he has made about the consequence of reduction 
| of postage to California. 
| the amendment of the Senate is, that the bill will 
| be lost in consequence of it in the House. With 
| regard to the remarks of the Senator from Virginia, 
| (Mr. Houwrer,]} he has made a prediction, and so 
have I, and-I am willing to leave it there. 

Mr. HUNTER. I gave the-estimates of the 
| Commissioner of Customs. 


that in the face of the report of the Postmaster | 


My main objection to | 


| Mr.G@WIN. Two hundred ports were left out. |! 


tween the two freedoms, | am willing that the 
question should be taken. If not, I must call for 
the special order of the day. 

| Mr. RUSK. We have ten minutes left yet; 
this clock is-too fast. 

Mr. DICKINSON, I desire to inquire whether 
the rejection of the amendment is the adoption of 
the principle of the bill? 

The PRESIDENT. The rejection of the amend- 
ment does not adopt the bill. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of 
the substitute, as amended, with the following re- 
sult: 


YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Berrien, Borland, Bradbury, But 
ler, Clarke, Clay, Davis of Massachusetts, Dawson, Downs, 
Ewing, Feieh, Greene, Hunter, Jones, King, Mason, Norria, 
Pearce, Rhett, Rusk, Sebastian, Smith, Soulé, Spruance, 
Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, Wales, Whitcomb, and 
VYulee—l. 

NAYS—Messrs. Baldwin, Cass, Chase, Cooper, Dayton, 
| Dickinson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of lowa, Douglas, 

Gwin, Hale, Hamlin, Miller, Rantoul, Sewafd, Shields, 
Upham, and Walker—15. 


So the amendment or substitute was adopted. 


The question recurred on ordering the amend- 
ments to be engrossed, and the bill to a third read- 
ing. 

Mr. GWIN. I want to offer an amendment. 

The PRESIDENT. 

Mr. GWIN. It is an amendment approved by 
the Postmaster General, and | hope it may be 
noted upon. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair expressly sia- 
| ted that it would be too iate after the question was 
taken. 

Mr. BORLAND. I would inquire if the ques- 
tion is on the third reading ? 

The PRESIDENT. It is on ordering the 
amendments to be engrossed, and ordering the bill 
to a third reading. 

Mr. BORLAND. 1 
make on that question. 

Mr. RUSK. [ hope the Senator will withdraw 
any opposition to the taking of that question now, 
as | want to have the bill printed as amended, and 
he can speak when the bill comes up on its third 
reading. 

Mr. BORLAND. I will, then, withdraw my 
opposition, with a view of opposing the bill on its 
third reading. 

The amendments were then ordered to be en- 
grossed, and the bill was ordered to a third read- 
ing. 

RESCUE OF A FUGITIVE SLAVE IN BOSTON. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
motion made by Mr. Cray to refer to the Judi- 
ciary Committee the message of the President of 
the United States, in relation to the rescue of a 
fugitive slave in Boston. 

Mr BERRIEN addressed the Senate at some 
length upon the subject; and was followed by Mr. 
| DICKINSON, Mr. AHETT, and Mr. CLAY, 
who called for the yeas and nays, and they were 
orJlered. 

The debate was continued by Mr. DAVIS, of 
Massachusetts, Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, and 
Mr. DOWNS, and for all which debate, see 
Apendix. 

The question on the motion to refer was then 
taken by yeas and nays, and it resulted thus: 


It is too late, 


“ 
have some remarks to 
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YEAS—Mesers. Baldwin, Bell, Berrien, Borland, Brad- 
bury, Clarke, Clay, Davis of Massachusetts, Davis of Mis- 
sinsippi, Dawson, Dickinson, Dodge of Iowa, Douglas, 
Downs, Greene, Gwin, Hunter, Jones, King, Mason, Miller, 
Norris, Pearce, Rantow, Rusk, Seward, Shields, Smith, 
#pruance, Turney, Uuderwood, Wales, Walker, and Whit- 
comb—44. 


‘The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, February 25, 1851. 


The House met at eleven o’clock. The Journal 


of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, to which was referred the 
communication of the Secretary of the Navy in 
answer to a resolution of the House of Represent- 
atives asking certain information in relation to 
the contract for the construction of a dry dock in 
California, made a report thereon accompanied by 
the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the House approve, of the course of the 


Seerctary of the Navy, in executing the law for the con- 
struction of a dry dock in California, and see no reason for 
further delay in executing the contract for the work, as 
agrved upon by the Departwent. 

Mr. STANTON said, that he did not propose 
to make any remarks upon the proposition con- 
tained in the resolution, but would demand the 
previous question. 

Mr. JONES moved to lay the report and reso- 


lution on the table, and on that motion demanded | 


-the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered and taken, and 
resulted—yeas 84, nays 99—as follows: 


VYEAS—Messrs. Albertson, Anderson, Averett, Beale, 
Bingham, Bokee, Boyd, Brishin, Bullard, Burrows, Burt, 
Buuier, Joseph Cable, Cleveland, Clingman, W. RK. W. 
Cobb, Cole, Conger, Deberry, Dimmick, Dunham, Durkee, 
Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Ewing, Featherston, 
Fitch, Freedley, Gentry, Giddings, Gorman, Gott, Gould, 
Green, Hall, Hamilton, Hampton, Sampson W. Harris, 
Thomas L. Unarris, Hebard, Hibbard, Hilliard, Hunter, 
Andrew Johnson, Jones, Julian, Kerr, Letiler, Littlefield, 
Horace Mann, Marshall, McLanahan, Finis E. McLean, 
MeQueen, MeWillie, Daniel F. Miller, Millson, Morrison, 
Morton, Orr, Otis, Outlaw, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, Putnam, 
Root, Rose, Ross, Seddon, Shepperd, Silvester, Sprague, Al- 
exander H. Stephens, ‘Thaddeus Stevens, Jacob ‘Thompson, 
Toombs, Waldo, Wallace, Watkius, Whittlesey, Wildrick, 
Wilmot, and Young—&4. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Ashmun, 
Bayly, Bennett, Bissell, Bocock, Bowlin, Breck, Briggs, 
Brooks, Wilham J. Brown, George A. Caldwell, Joseph 
P. Caldwell, Campbell, Cartter, Casey, Chandler, Clarke, 
Daniel, Danner, Dixon, Doty, Edmundson, Eliot, Gilbert, 
Gilmore, Goodenow, Grinnell, Hammond, Harlan, Isham 
G. Harris, Hay, Hoagland, Holladay, Houston, Howe, 
Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, William ‘T. Jackson, James L. 
Johnsen, Robert W. Jolnson, George G. King, James G. 


King, John A. King, La Sére, Levin, Job Mann, Mattegon, | 


McDonald, McDowell, McKissock, Robert M. McLane, | 


Meade, John K. Miller, Moore, Morris, Morse, Nelson, 
Newell, Ogle, Olds, Parker, Penn, Phenix, Pitman, Potter, 
Powell, Reed, Reynolds, Richardson, Risley, Robbins, 
Robinson, Rumsey, Sackett, Schenck, Schoolcraft, Spaul- 
ding, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, 
Stetson, Sweetser, Taylor, Thomas, James ‘Thompson, 
Thurman, Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Walden, 
Wellborn, Wentworth, White, Williains, and Wright—99. 

So thm House refused to lay the report and res- 
olution on the table. 

The question recurred on seconding the demand 
for the previous question, 

Mr. TOOMBS inquired if it was in order to 
move to refer the report and resolution to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union ? 

The SPEAKER stated that it was not, pending 
the second of the previous question. 

Mr. ‘TOOMBS hoped that the previous question 
would not be sustained. 

The House being divided on the demand for the 
previous question, it was not seconded. 

Mr. ‘TOOMBS made some remarks, which will 
be published hereafter. 

Mr. STANTON said: It was not my intention, 
in moving the call for the previous question, to 
stifle debate upon this subject, or to prevent the 
free examination of it in all its parts. 

Mr. BAYLY (interposing) a that if the 
gentleman from ‘Tennessee would satisfy himself 
with rescinding the resolution that tied the hands 
of the Secretary, such a course would probably 
meet the views of the House. 

Mr. STANTON. I have no objection to that, 
1 feel it incumbent upon me to vindicate the char- 


acter of this transaction; to vindicate also the fair- | 
ness and justice of the contract made, notwith- | 


stunding the round assertions of the gentleman 


trom Georgia, (Mr. Toomsps.} That gentleman | 
has spoken of throwing away millions of dollars | 


} 


_upon a contraet which I consider has been fairly | pended, and the Tiouse resolve itself 
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: : int . 
made by the Secretary of the Navy, and which || mittee of the Whole on the state of the ect. 


was deliberately concurred in by both Houses of 
Congress, a fact which the honorable gentleman 
seems to forget. The gentleman talks of this ex- 
penditure of $1,000,000 as being thrown away. 
He forgeis that the dry dock in the city of New 
York cost $2,000,000, and yet cannot perform one 
tenth that which the structure proposed on the Pa- 
cific coast will perform at two thirds ef the cost. 
That gentleman forgets that he probably has not 
undertaken to investigate what will be the cost of 
| erecting a dry dock on the Pacificcoast. [donot 
hesitate to say that a permanent stone dry dock 
upon the Pacific coast cannot be constructed within 
'the next five or ten years for a less sum than 
| $1,000,000. I have spoken of the New York dock; 
and although it cost much more than the dock pro- 
posed on the Pacific, yet it cannot perform one 
tenth of the labor which it is to be presumed the 
latter will. From the remarks of the gentleman 
from Georgia, one would suppose that there was 
| some great enormity, some great fraud; and that 
these contractors were going to make a gain of 
something like $1,000,000. I think I may fairly 
deduce such an inference from the gentleman’s as- 
sertions. Now it so happens that I took occasion 
to go to the Department to examine the proposals 
that have been made, and the estimates furnished 


Union. 


| TheSPEAKER inquired if the gentleman from 


| Tennessee had yielded the floor? 
| Mr. STANTON said: I have no objection 
| yield the floor for the purpose of going into Com. 
| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union it 
| this matter will come up to-morrow morning. ’ 
The SPEAKER said that it would come up 
On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the rules were gus. 
| pended, and the House resolved itself into Commit. 
| tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, (M; 
_ Burr in the chair,) and resumed the consideratio, 
| of the civil and diplomatic bill. 


| CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATIONS. 


to the bureau, in reference to this contract. 1 con- | 


ferred with the engineer, and with the head of the 


bureau about it, and they both informed me ex- | 
plicitly that they believed that the contractor had | 
| taken this contract at the lowest possible rate at | 


which the work could be accomplished. I have 

before me a letter from Commodore Smith 

Mr. ‘TOOMBS. That is not the opinion of the 

| Secretary of the Navy. 

Mr. STANTON. 

ently. 

| Mr. TOOMBS. But the gentleman from Ten- 

| nessee must remember that I based my assertions 


on the opinions of the Secretary of the Navy. 





I will come to that pres- | 


Mr. STANTON. Very well. I was just about | 


| to refer to a letter from Commodore Smith. He 


cannot perform the work at the price for which 
they have agreed to do it. The gentleman from 
| Georgia says there has been no competition for 
this work. Let us look at this assertion. The 


$60,000 lower than any other offer. 
petitors refused to secure a guarantee to Govern- 
| ment against the operation of a patent right. 
| Now, Mr. Speaker, het us look at another point. 
| The House will perceive, from the tenor of the 


| gentleman’s remarks this morning, that he has no | 


| doubt seen some letters addressed to members of 
| this House from a gentleman whom I have not 
the honor to know, a Mr. Hy. Western, of New 
York. This gentleman I have never, to my knowl- 
edge, seen. Now these letters comment upon 
the contract with a great deal of severity, and con- 
tain some allusions and some dark insinuations 
against some of the prominent members of the 
House of Representatives. I have not considered it 
| my duty, neither have I deemed it consistent with 
\the character and honor of this House, to give 


| any attention to such allusions or such idle insin- | 
It — to me that the gentleman’s | 


| uations, 
remarks were drawn from the fact that this paper 
_ had reached his hands. Allusion was also made 

in these letters to certain McC.s. Now, sir, 
| there were only two gentlemen on the committee 


| whose names commence with McC., namely: Mr. | 


| McCuayand Mr. McC, Could he think that these 
| gentlemen could do that? “Now, if either of these 
| gentlemen had thought it necessary to come to me, 
| I would have told them I considered any insinua- 


i 


tee of that sort idle, false, and unfounded. I 


should have told them that I could not attach the | 


| slightest weight to these insinuations. I have 
| alluded to these letters from Mr. Western, as I 
| presumed they were the source from which the 
} gentleman from Georgia derived his authority to 


| state that there were suspicious charges against 


| some parties involved in this transaction. The gen- 
\tleman from Georgia has also asserted that the 
Seeretary of the Navy has said that this structure 
on the Pacific can be erected at one third of the 
cost provided for by the contract. 
Here Mr. Sranron yielded to 
Mr. BAYLY, who moved that the rules be sus- 


Secretary of the Navy himself states that this bid | 
was the lowest offered for the work—at least | 
Other com- 


states in this letter that he believes the contractors | 





| 


| 


| 
| 
i 
| 


| The CHAIRMAN stated that when the com- 

| mittee rose, the pending question was on the mo. 

| tion of the gentleman from Ohio,{Mr. Vixro 
to strike out the following sections 


} Ny] 
| ‘¢ For surveying the public lands, in addition to the unex. 
| 
} 


pended balance of former appropriations, viz: Por suryey- 
ing the public lands, including incidental expenses, to jp 
apportioned to the several districts, according to the exisey. 
cies of the public service, the part to be applied to the sy. 
veys required by the location and survey Of private claiiys 
| in Florida, to be disbursed at augmented rates, $150,000.” 
| Mr. HALL called for tellers; which were oy. 
| dered; and Messrs. Boxee and Me Witte wer 
| appointed. 
he question was taken and the tellers reported 
| —ayes 73, noes 69. 
So the amendment was agreed to. 
Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved to strike 
from the biil the following: 
** For the survey of the Menomonee cession, Wisconsia, 
at a rate not exceeding five dollars per mile, $25,000.” 
‘¢ For surveys in the southern part of Missouri, east of 


the meridian, at a rate not exceeding five dollars per mile, 
$5,000.” . 


“For surveying in Louisiana, at augmented rates, 
$20,000.” 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, moved to insert the 
following: 

‘That the act approved 28th of September, 1850, grant- 
ing bounty land to certain officers and soldiers therein speci- 


fied, shall be so construed as to authorize the transfer of 
land warrants issued under the provisions of said act.”’ 


Mr. STRONG made a point of order against 
the amendment; and 
_ The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of 
order. 

Mr. BAYLY moved to strike out the following: 

“‘ Por surveying in Oregon, at a rate not exceeding eiglit 
dollars per mile, as authorized by the third section of the act 
of the 27th of September, 1850, $34,560"°— 

And insert in lieu thereof the following: 


** For surveying in Oregon, of township lines and sub- 
divisions of townships, at a rate not to exceed twelve dol- 
lars per mile, $51,846: Provided, That this rate of com- 
pensation shall cease on the 30th of June, 1852.’’ 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved to strike out 
the following: 

“¢ For the hire of two carts, at two dollars per day eacli, 
for 250 days, $1,000.” 

The amendment was rejected. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, from the Com- 
mittee on Public Buildings, moved the following 
amendment, which was agreed to: . 

‘¢ To enable the Clerk of the House to cause to be erected 
in the basement, under the east entrance of the Capitol 
nearest the House of Representativeg, a suitable furnace, 
for warming and excluding the dampness from that part o! 
the building, the sum of 3500.”’ 

Mr. S. also moved an amendment to increase 
the compensation of two additional watchmen 4 
the Park. 

Mr. JONES submitted that the amendment was 
out of order, as it proposed a change in the law. 

Mr. STANTON stated that such was not tle 
case. 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order. 

The question was then taken, and it was no 

eed to. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, offered the fol- 
lowing amendment from the Committee on Public 
Buildings: 

“ For the salary of a clerk to the Commissioner of Public 
Buildings, $1,000.”’ 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the amendmen 
was out of order, as it was not authorized by a"y 





existing law. 
Mr. STANTON offered the following amen¢- 


ment: 
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« For the compensation of two additional watchmen, to 
he employed at the Executive Mansion and grounds, at a 


ealary of 000 each per annum, the sum of $1,000, to supply 
the place of watchmen taken trom the Executive Mansion 
and employed in the Executive Buildings.’ 

Mr. S. asked to have a letter from the President 
in reference to it read. 

Several Members objected. 

Mr. JONES. That is not in order, 
a new office. aoa : } 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is obliged to | 
the gentleman from Tennessee for his opinion. 
The Chair would inquire of the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means whether these | 
watchmen are authorized by law? 

Mr. BAYLY stated that they were not. 

The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of 
order. 

Mr. VINTON offered the following amendment, 
which was agreed to, viz: 

« For the purchase of books for the Library in the Execu- 
tive Mansion, $1,000, to be expended under the direction 
of the President of the United States.’’ 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, offered the fol- 
lowing amendment: 

“For the construction of the west wing of the Patent 
Office Building, $100,000.” 

Mr. S. asked the unanimous consent of the 
committee to have a letter from the Secretary of 
the Interior in relation to the proposition con- 
tained in the amendment, read. 

Mr. JONES objected. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, from the Com- 


It creates 


| 


“For an extension of Pennsylvania Avenue westward, 
from twenty-sixth street west, to the intersection with 
Bridge street in Georgetown, and the construction of a stone 
bridge over Rock creek, said work to be done under the di- 
rection of the corporate authorities of Georgetown, £30,000. 
But this appropriation is made on the condition that, before 
said work is begun, the corporate authorities of Georgetown 
shall, at the expense of said Corporation, procure the right 
of way to that part of the proposed extension, which les 
between Rock creek and Bridge street, and convey the 
same to the United States; and on the further condition 
that, before said work is entered upon, a careful survey and 
estimate of the proposed work shall be made by a compe- 
tent engineer, to be appointed or detailed by the President 


| of the United States to that service; and after said survey 


and estimate shail have been made, the Secretary of the In- 
terior shall cause the work to be advertised for contract in 
such newspapers, and for such time, as he may deem expe- 
dient, and said work shall be given by him to the lowest re- 
sponsible bidder, who shall enter into bonds with satisfac- 
tory security for the execution of said work, at said contract 
price ; but no contract shall be entered into for a sum ex- 
ceeding the amount hereby appropriated.”’ 

Mr. JONES called for tellers on the motion to 
strike out; which were ordered; and Messrs. 
Breck and Seppon were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative—ayes 80, noes 64. 

So the amendment was avreed to. 

Mr. BAYLY, under instruction from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, submitted the follow- 
ing amendment: 


“For the purchase of the building at the corner of 17th 
street west and F street north, known as Winder’s build- 


| ing, $250,000.”” 
The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of | 


mittee on Public Buildings and Grounds, offered || 


anamendment providing for the appointment of 
two watchmen in the public grounds at the Presi- 
dent’s mansion, at a salary of $500 each perannum. 

Mr. S. asked to have a letter of the President of 
the United States read, referring to the proposition 
contained in the amendment. 

Several Members objected. 

The question on the adoption of the amendment 
was then taken by a division, and decided in the 
afirmative—ayes 79, noes 46. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. MILLSON moved to strike out the follow- 


ing 


“For completing, cleaning out, and repairing that por- | 
tion of the Washington city canal, which passes through 
and along the public grounds, $20,000, to be expended under 
the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury: Provided, 
The Corporation of Washington shall expend a like sum 
in cleaning out and repairing the other portions of said 
canal.”? 


The amendment was rejected. 
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, moved the fol- , 
lowing amendment; which was rejected: 


“For rebuilding the Columbia engine house, the sum of 


$4,700, to be expended under the direction of the Commis- 
sioner of Public Buildings. ” 


Mr. McDOW ELL moved the following amend- 
ment; which was rejected: 


“ For the purchase of one thousand copies of a work on || 


the Treasury Department, in 2 volumes 4to., by Robert A. 
Mayo, to be distributed under the direction of the joint 
Committee on the Library, $5,000.” 

On motion by Mr. BAYLY, under instruction 
from the Committee of Ways and Means, the 
appropriation of $2,315 86 to reimburse the Cor- 
poration of Washington the amount advanced 
to complete the culvert and the paving on 15th 
street west, in front of the Treasury Department, 
was diminished to $2,309 90. 

Mr. WHITE moved to add after the item ‘*For 
the collection of ‘agricultural statistics, $5,500, to 
be paid out of the patent fund,’’ the words ‘under 
the direction of the Secretary of the Interior;” 
which was not agreed to. 

Mr. KING, of New Jersey, moved to insert in 
the bill an item providing that the salaries of the 
deputy collectors, now $1,800 per annum, may be 
raised at the discretion of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, provided that no larger sum be allowed 
than $2,500 per annum; and that no increase be 
made in the amount appropriated by law for the 
collection of the revenue. 

Mr. JONES raised a question of order on the 
amendment, on the ground that it changed the | 
existing law, and increased the salaries of those 
officers. 


The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of 


order, 


_Mr. MeGAUGHEY moved to strike from the | 
bill the following paragraph: 


' 











order. , 

Mr. BAYLY appealed from the decision of the 
Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks it is 
his privilege to state to the committee the grounds 
upon which he decides the amendment to be. out 
of order. The Chair thinks the amendment makes 
an appropriation for an object which is not au- 


thorized by law. Now, under the 81st rule of the | 


House, no appropriation can be offered as an 


amendment for any expenditure which is not || 


authorized by law, or is necessary for carrying | 


on the several departments of Government. The 
Chair thinks this amendment is not authorized by 
law, and is not necessary to carry on any of the 
departments. He understands that it has been 
the practice of the committee not to entertain sim- 
ilar amendments. For these reasons the Chair 
decides the amendment to be out of order. From 
that decision the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Barty] appeals. 

The question, Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the committee? was then 
taken, and decided in the affirmative. So the 
decision was sustained. 


Mr. BAYLY moved the following amendment, | 


which was agreed to, viz: 


*¢ For payment of the claim of the city of Detroit, for pav- | 


ing in front of property belonging to the United States, in 
that city, $140 77.” 


Mr. MOORE moved to insert in the bill, after 
line 1027, the following, viz: 


‘¢For the payment to James Maher, for a balance due | 
him for trees purchased of him by the Commissioner of | 


Public Buildings, for the public grounds, $790.” 

Mr. JONES made a point of order against the 
amendment, that it provided for a private claim, 
and was not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of 
order. 

Mr. BAYLY, under instructions from the Com- 


'| mittee of Ways and Means, moved the following 


amendments, which were severally agreed to, viz: 
*¢ For compensation of Benjamin Rush, Secretary of Le- 


| gation to London, for his service as acting Charge d’Af- 
| faires, $228 86, which, if received, shall be in full payment | 


for all services in that character to this date.’’ 

“To make good the interest on investments in State 
stocks and bonds for the Chickasaw tribe of Indians, not 
yet paid by the State, to be reimbursed out of the interest 
when collected, $22,200.” 

“To énable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 
pay for reporting and publishing in the Daily Globe 5334 
columns of the proceedings of the House of Representatives 
for the last session of Congress, $4,125.”’ 

**To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
to pay for twelve copies of the Congressional Globe and Ap- 
pendix of the second session of the 30th Congress, at 33 per 
co 79 

Pipe enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
to pay for 264 copies of the Congressional Globe and 264 
copies of the Appendix for the first session of the 31st Con- 
gress, at #3 copy each, $1,584.” 

“Toe e the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 
pay for 5,640 copies of the Congressional Globe and Appen- 


, 
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“To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 
pay for reporting and publishing in the Daily Globe 800 
columns of the proceedings of the House of Representatives 
for the second session of the 3lst Congress, at the rate of 
$7 50 per column, $6,000.”" 

“To enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to 
pay for the binding of 5,500 copies ef the Congressional 
Globe and Appendix, for members of the second session of 
the 3lst Congress, $3,300; the binding thereof to be strong, 
substantial Russia leather backs and corners, at the rate 
of 60 cents per volume.”’ 


Mr. McDOWELL moved the following amend- 
ment to the bill: 

** And for the purpose of enabling the Clerk of the House 
of Representatives to pay for publishing the debates and 
proceedings of the House of Representatives during the 
first session of the thirtieth Congress, and the first and see- 
ond sessions of the thirty-first Congress, in the “ Union”? 
and ** latelligencer,’’ the sum of $7 50 per column for each 
column of said proceedings published in said papers, or 
either of them, ts hereby appropriated; and the Clerk of 
the House of Representatives is hereby authorized and di- 
rected to pay the same accordingly: Provided, That the 
Clerk shall have first ascertained accurately the number of 
columns of said proceedings published in each of said pa 
pers: Provided, also, That the Secretary of the Senate and 
the Clerk of the House of Representatives shall be, and 
they are hereby authorized to settle and pay the accounts 
ot the public printer for printing ordered, or to be ordered, 
by the present Congress, upon the terms of the joint reso- 
lution of 1819, deducting filty per cent. therefrom.” 

Mr. HALL rose to a point of order. Hemade 
two points against the amendment. In the first 
place, the last part of the amendment provided for 
changing existing laws, and therefore could not be 
in order. His other point was, that the first part 
of the amendment refers to nothing connected 
with carrying on the Government at all, 

Mr. McCLERNAND asked whether a resolu- 
tion was not introduced here and passed at the last 
session, for paying the ‘‘ Globe,’ under precisely 
the same circumstances? There were no existing 
laws which provided for that epeconeenan 

The CHAIRMAN said debate was out of or- 
der. 

Mr. CARTTER wished to inquire whether the 
Intelligencer and Union were the reporters of this 
House? 


The CHAIRMAN replied, that he regarded the 


| inquiry in the nature of debate, and therefore 


could not answer it. The Chair ruled the whole 
amendment out of order. 

Mr. BAYLY, under instructions from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, moved the following 
amendment: 

To enable the Postmaster General to purchase for the 
use of the Post Office Department, the remainder of the 


square on which the General Post Office building is situ 
ated, $3,777 93." 


The amendment was avreed to. 


Mr. SEDDON moved the following amendment 
to the bill: 


** For purchasing a site and erecting a suitable building 


| for the custom-house, post office, and other offices of the 


United States, in the cry of Richmond, in the State of Vir- 
ginia, the sum of $75,000.’ 


Mr. SWEETSER raised a point of order on 
the amendment; and 

The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of 
order. 

Mr. BAYLY, under instructions from the Com- 


| mittee of Ways and Means, moved the following 
/ amendment, which was adopted, viz.: 


dix for the second gession of the 3ist Congress, at $3 per 1) 


copy, $16,920.” 





Sec. 2. Andhe it further enacted, ‘That there shall be 
appointed and paid, in the manner now provided by law, two 
principal examiners, and two assistant examiners of patents, 
in addition to the examining officers now employed in the 
Patent Office.” 


Mr. BAYLY,‘under instructions from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, moved the following 
as an additional section to the bill: 

“Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the third section 
of he act entitled ‘An act making appropriation for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of Goverument, for the year 
ending the 30th of June, 1847, and for other purposes,’ ap 
proved the 10th of August, 1546, be and the same is hereby 
revived and continued in force for the fiseal year ending the 
30th of June, 1852.” 

On motion by Mr. CARTTER, the section of 
the law to which the amendment referred was 
read. 

The amendment was then agreed to. 

Mr. BAYLY, under instructions from the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, moved the following 
amendment, which was read and adopted: 

‘And be it further enacted, That to assist the Third Aud- 
itor in more effectually earrying out the provisions of the 
bounty land act, and other pressing business in his office, 
the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized and 
directed to appoint an assistant chief clerk, to be chosen 
from among the experienced accountants already in said 
otlice, whe, with the present chief clerk, shall have authori- 





ad ae ee 


ee 


Fe ot et 


or ee 


qi ebetanpatm 


678 


= _" 


ty to sign and attest such official business as said Auditor 
shali approve and direct.” 


Mr. MARSHALL moved to strike out the fol- 
lowing; which was not agreed to: 


«For compensation of John P. Brown, secretary and 
dragoman of the legation to Turkey, for his services as 
acting Chargé d’ Affaires at different periods, $5,122, which, 
if received, shall be in full payment for all his services in 
that character to this date.’’ 


Mr. GRINNELL moved to amend the bill by 
adding thereto the following sections: 


Sec.2. And be it further enacted, Thatin all cases 
where there is or shall be imposed any ad valorem rate of 
duty on any goods, wares, or merchandise imported into 
the United States, it shall be the duty of the collector with- 
in whose district the same shall be imported or entered, to 
cause the actual market value or whelesale price thereof, 
at the period of the exportation to the United States, in the 
principal markets of the country from which the same shall 
have been imported into the United States, to b? appraised, 
estimated, and ascertained; and to such value or price 
shall be added oll costs and charges, except insurance, and 
including in every case a charge for commnissions at the 
usual rates, as the true value at the port where the same 
may be entered, upon which duties shall be assessed. 

Bec. 3 And be it further enacted, That the certificate 
of any one of the appraisers of the United States of the du- 
tiable value of any imported merchandise required to be 
appraised, sball be deemed and taken to be the appraise- 


ment of such merchandise required by existing laws to be | 


made by such appraisers. And where merchandise shall be 


entered at ports where there are no appraisers, the certifi- | 
cate of the revenue officer to whom is committed the esti- | 
mating and collection of duties, of the dutiable value of any | 
merchandise required to be appraised, shall be deemed and | 


taken to be the appraisement of such merchandise required 
by existing laws to be made by such revenue officer. 

Suc. 4. And be it further enacted, That there shall be 
appointed by the President of the United States, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Senate, four appraisers 
of merchandise, with the same powers as appraisers of mer- 
chandise now possess by law, to be allowed an annual sal- 
ary each of #2,500, together with their actual traveling 
expenses, to be regulated by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
who shall be employed in appraising merchandise and in 
visiting such ports of entry in the United States, under the 
direction of the said Seeretary, as may be deemed useful 
by him for the seeurity of the revenue, and shall at stich 
ports give advice and directions to the resident appraisers 
as may be deemed necessary by the Secretary of the Treas 
ury to protect and insure uniformity in the collection of the 
revenue from customs ; and whenever practicable in cases 
of appeal from the decision of United States appraisers, 
under the provisions of the seventeenth section of the tariff 
act of 30th August, 1842, the collector shall select one dis- 


creet and experienced merchant to be associated with one 
of the appratsers appointed under the provisions of this act, | 


who together shall appraise the goods in question ; and if 
they shall disagree the collector shall decide between them ; 
and the appraisement thus determined shall be final, and 
deemed and taken to be the true value of said goods, and 
the duties shall be levied thereon accordingly, any act of 
Congress to the contrary nocwithstanding: Provided, ‘That 
the appraiser who may have made the first appraisemént 
shall not be solicited to act in cases of appeal. 

Sec. 5. .and be it further enacted, That this act shall 
take effect on and after the first day of April next; and all 
acts and parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions of 
this act be, and the same are, hereby repealed. 


Mr. BAYLY submitted that the amendment 
was not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN thought that the amend- 
ment was not in order, and so ruled. 

Mr. ASHMUN appealed from the decision of 
the Chair, and asked for tellers. 


The CHAIRMAN ruled that the amendment 


was not in order, as it violated, in the first in- 


siance, the 5lst rule, which was, that ‘no ap- | 


* propriation shall be reported in such general ap- 
* prepriation bills, or be in order, as an amend- 
‘ ment thereto, for any expenditure not previously 
authorized by law, unless in continuation of ap- 
propriations for such public works and objects 
as ace already in progress, and for the contin- 
gencies for carrying on the several Departments 
of the Government.”” It was also in violation 
of the 131st rule, which required that “ no motion 
‘or proposition for a tax or charge upon the 
* people shall be discussed the day on which it is 
‘ eet or offered; and every such proposition 
‘ shall reeeive its first discussion in a Committee 
of the Whole House.” 

Mr. HARRIS moved that the committee rise, 
and on that motion asked for tellers, Tellers 
were ordered, and Messrs. Catpwe.t, of Ken- 
tucky, and Briees were appointed; and the ques- 
tion being taken, it was decided in the negative— 
ayes 57, noes 97. as 

So the committee refused to rise. 

The question recurred, Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the committee? 
which question was taken by tellers, (Messrs, 
Wituams, and Tompson, of Mississippi, act- 
ing,) and decided in the affirmative—ayes 91, 
noes 85, 

So the amendment was ruled out of order. 
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| ed, on which a less duty is chargeable by existing laws than 
| is charged on the raw material of which it isin part or in 
| whole composed, such article shall be charged ten per cent. 
| material of which it is composed. 


| pay two hundred per cent. ad valorem; the duties on lin- | 
seed oil and window glass shall be thirty per cent. 


| composed wholly or in part of sheep’s wool ; on all manu- 


| dencey New York, Philadelphia, Charleston, and New 


| rection of the Secretary of the Treasury. 


| iron pipe; upon band, scroll, sheet, and hoop iron; boiler 


| assessed for each succeeding fiscal year; and upon the av- 
| erage values so ascertained and declared, the duties shall 


| over existing laws on any railroad iron imported forthe use | 


| satisfactory proof being furnished that such iron was so im- 


| Mr. JOHN A. KING moved to add to the bill which iron or steel is the material of chief valu 


ee =a _ HH 


Feb. 25, 


e 
anchors and chain cables. and on bituminous coal,’ the dn. 


the following: ties shall be thirty-seven and one half per centum ad vajo. 


‘Towards the introduction of pure water int» the city of || rem; that on and after the Ist day of April next the follow. 
Washington, $100,000, to be expended under the direction ing articles shall be exempt from duty, in addition to those 
of the Commissioner of the Public Buildings, agreeably to | now exempt by law, namely: indigo, berries, nuts, and vege 
the estimates submitted by Colonel Hughes at the present || tables used principally in dyeing or composing dyes ‘all 
session of Congress.’’ dye woods in stick, Brazil wood, cochineal, gum arabic 

The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of || 84 Senegal, gum tragacanth, kelp, kermes, lac dye, mad’ 


eae . : der, madder-root, shell lac, sumac, turmeric, we . 
order, because the appropriation it contained was | : , S f 2 weld, raw 
not authorized by law. 

! 


silk, gutta percha unmanufactured, india rubber in bottjes 
or sheets, jute, cutch, terra japonica, aleornoque, crude 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania, moved to 
add the following to the bill: 


brimstone, burr-stones, grindstones, clay unwrought, palin 
leaf unmanufactured, and emery stone. ; 
Sec. —. Whenever any manufactured article is import- 


Mr. HIBBARD raised a point of order against 
the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that it was out of 
| order. 

Mr. GRINNELL said that he would not coy. 
sume the time of the committee by taking an ap. 
peal from the decision of the Chair. 


| Mr. BRECK moved to add the following to the 
Sec. —. The duties on all cordage and yarn, composed bill: 
wholly or in part of hemp or grass ; on all manufactures, “ For the payment of the contingent expenses of the late 
| Joseph Eve, while chargé d’affaires of the United States 


factures of hemp, and en all refined sugars, shall be re- |) to the late Republic of Texas, $500, to be paid to his widow 
spectively ten per centum ad valorem over and above the || pijzabeth Eve.”? ie , ; 


duty now assessed by law on hemp and sheep’s wool; the || = . ‘ 3 
duty on made-up clothing, and shoes and boots, shall be | Mr. JONES raised a question of order agains: 
fifty per cent. | the amendment; and 


Src. —. Articles of foreign manufacture, and any pack- | The CHAIRMAN ruled it out of order. 
ages of such articles bearing any names, brands, ot marks || ale 
of manufacturers resident in the United States, are hereby || Mr. WALDEN moved the following amend- 
| ment: 


absolutely prohibited to be imported; nor shall any such 
names, brands, or marks, be stamped or placed on goods | : : 
after their importation under the aaah ialtios as if the ae Cieek of Om prunes nmin directed a 
’ : : oP ries Y |! chase for the use of members of the House and Senate, and 
for the Libraries of Congress, one thousand copies of Pirs- 


had been fraudulently imported. 
See. —. That from and atter the 15th day of April, 1851, || .4n5s patent Lawsof all Nations: Provided, The same shall 
not exceed $3 per copy bound in the usual style.” 


the duties imposed by the act of 30th January, 1846, enti- 
tled * An act reducing the duty on imports and for other d . 

\ Mr. HIBBARD raised a question of order 
against the amendment. 


purposes,’’ shall be levied on goods, wares, and merchan- 
dise imported into the United States agreeably to the aver- 
age value which similar articles bore in Boston, Provi- | The CHAIRMAN decided the amendment to 
|, be out of order. 
Mr. TUCK renewed the amendment last offered 
by Mr. Griwne tt, in relation to the tariff, with 
Mr. MeDONALD raised the question of order, || the exception that the modification should take 
that the amendment proposed to change existing || place on the Ist day of May instead of the Ist day 
laws, and was therefore not in order. of April, 
The CHAIRMAN sustained the point, and The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment out of 
ruled the amendment out of order. order, both upon the ground that he had previ- 
Mr. STEVENS appealed from this decision, || ously decided, and on the ground that it was the 
and demanded tellers. | same amendment which had been offered before. 
‘The question now being, Shall the decision of || Mr.'TUCK anpealed from the decision, when— 
The CHAIRMAN was sustained. 


the Chair stand as the judgment of the commit- || 
Mr. HAYMOND offered an amendment (a copy 


ad valorem more than is chargeable on any part of the raw 


Sec. —. Tin in plates, unmanufactured, shall be free of | 
duty ; brandy, and other spirits distilled from grain, shall 





Orleans, onthe Ist day of December, 1846, when said act 
went into effect, to be ascertained and fixed under the di- 


tee? it was taken by tellers, (Messrs. Breck and | 


| La Sere acting,) and decided in the affirmative— || of which was not procured) which the Chairman 


ayes 94, noes 80. 
So the amendment was ruled out of order. 
Mr. GRINNELL moved to amend the bill by 


adding the following: 


Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That on and after the 
first day of April next, in lieu of the duties heretofore im- 
posed by law on the articles hereinafter mentioned, the fol- 
lowing rates of duties shall be levied, collected, and paid, | 
upon pig-iron, old and serap-iron, castings of iron, iron in 
slabs, blooms, bars or bolts, railroad iron, iron axles and 
tires; upon braziers, nail, wire, spike, sht, and other rods, 


ruled out of order. 

Mr. HOLMES offered the following amend- 
| ment: ‘ 

* Beit enacted, That the marshal of South Carolina shall 
| receive the same fee as the marshals of other districts of 
| the United States.’’ 
Mr. EWING rose to a-point of order against 
| the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN ruled it out of order. 

On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the committee 
then rose and reported the bill to the House. 
| The question being on agreeing to the amend- 
ments reported from the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, 

Mr. BAYLY moved the previous question, 
which was seconded; and, under the operation 
thereof, the amendments to which there was no 
objection were agreed to. 

The question was then on the amendment (a 
separate vote uyon which had been called for by 
Mr. Casue, of Ohio) providing for the payment 
of any railroad within two years after the passage of this | for the printing of twenty thousand popes of the 
act, and actually and permanently laid down for the use of |, Commercial statement; and it was concurred in. 
such railroad within three years after the passage of this The question was then taken upon the amend- 
act, shall be remitted by the Secretary of the Treasury on || ment (upon which Mr. Marsuaxu had called for 
ported and laid down ; that on and after the Ist day of April | a ceparare vote) roviding against territorial offi- 
next, the duties upon linseed oil, and upon all manufactures || C€TS absenting themselves from their offices; and 
composed wholly or in part of cotton, not otherwise pro- || it was concurred in. 


vided for in this act, shall be thirty per centum ad valorem ; ‘| The question was next on concurring with the 
and upon window-glass, glass ware, and copperas, and all 


manutactures composed wholly or in part of hemp, jute, | committee, in striking out the following a ragraph: 
grass, or sheep’s wool, including yarns, and upon colored, ||‘ For surveying the public lands, in addition to the uner- 
printed, and stained manufactures, composed wholly or in || pended balance of former appropriations, viz : For survey- 





or plate iron, and every description of hammered, rolled, 
or slit iron not herein specified, and upon iron wire and | 
spikes, the duties shall be assessed upon the average prices, | 
with all charges subject to duty by law added thereto, which | 
like descriptions of iron bore in the principal ports of the 
country whence imported during the ten calendar years im- | 
mediately preceding the year of importation, such values | 
and charges to be aseertained and declared by the Secretary 
of the Treasury as the basis upon which the duties shall be 


be thirty-seven and one-half per centum ad valorem: Pro- 
vided, further, That any excess of duty imposed by this act | 





_ part of cotton, and upon refined sugar, the duties shall be || ing the public jands, including incidental expenses, to be 


| thirty-five per centum ad valorem; except on blankets not | rtioned to the several di 


| by fifty-four inches, the duty upon which shall be twenty- || by the act of the 28th of September, 


ts according to the exigen- 
cies of the public serviee, the part to be applied to the surveys 
|| required by the location and survey of private claims in 
|| Florida, to be disbursed at augmented rates, $115,000: 
| Provided, That no land bounty for military services granted 
1850, entitled * An act 


colored or stained, made wholly of sheep’s wool, the actual | 
value of which at the time and place of export, including 
all charges subject to duty, shall not exceed seventy-five 
cents each, and of dimensions not less than seventy-four 


| five per centam ad valorem; and upon sheathing copper || granting bounty land to certain officers ‘and soldiers who 


' and sheathing metal of fourteen to thirty-four ounces per || have been e 


in the military servieeof the United 
square foot, in sheets of forty-eight inches long and four- | States,’ or by virtué of any other act of Congress heretofore 
teen inches wide, and upon ingot and refined copperthe du- |, passed granting jand bounties for military services, shall be 
ties shall be five per centum ad valorem, and upon all de- | satisfied out of any public land not heretofore brought into 
seriptions of iron notherein provided fof, and steel, exeept || market, and now subject to entry at private sale under ex- 
cast steel, and upon all machinery and manufactures, of || isting laws.” 
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| The SPEAKER. The Chair will state, for the 
;nformation of the House, that this section of the 


pill was at first amended by the committee, by | 


«riking out the proviso, Afterwards the commit- 
tee yoted to strike out the whole section. The 
Chair has eee decided that when a section 
¢ first amended and afterwards stricken’ out, the 
amendment falls, and the question is only on stri- 
king out the entire section of the bill. | 
sion, therefore, now before the House is on agree- 
ing to the recommendation of the Committee of 
the Whole to strike out the section which has 
just been oa 
Mr. TOOMBS. 
It is entirely wrong. 
Mr. JONES desired to make a statement. 
said that the proviso in this paragraph had been 
frst stricken eut on his motion; and that the re- 
emaining portion of the section had been subse- 
quently stricken out on the motion of the gentle- 
man from Ohio, [Mr. Vinron.] He insisted, there- 
fore, that there were two separate amendments to 
the bill; and the question was first on concurring 


I appeal from that decision. 


in the amendment made on his motion to strike 


out the proviso. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state, in 
order that the House may vote understandingly 
upon the subject, the grounds upon which he has 
made the decision in regard*to this amendment. 


The Committee of the Whole had made an | 


amendment to .this section of the bill. After the 
section had been amended, they voted to strike 


out the whole section. ‘The Chair has repeatedly 


decided—and the House has sustained him in 
that decision—that when a section of a bill has 


been amended by the Committee of the Whole, || 
and afterwards the whole section stricken out, the | 


amendment is lost, and the only report the com- 
mittee can make is that they have stricken out 
the section. The Chair has, therefore; decided 
that the only question before the House is on 


concurring with the recommendation of the Com- | 
nittee of the Whole, that the section be stricken || 
out. From that decision the gentleman from | 


Georgia [Mr. Toomss] appeals. 


Mr. VINTON wished to make an inquiry as to | 


the effect of the failure of the motion to strike out. 


The SPEAKER ruled that no remarks were | 


in order. 


The question now being, Shall the decision of | 


the Chair stand as the judgment of the House. 


Mr. TOOMBS demanded the yeas and nays; | 


which were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and the decision 
of the Chair was sustained—yeas 104, nays 71— 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Ashmun, Bayly, Bennett, Bissell, Boyd, | 


Breck, Brisbin, Brooks, Albert G. Brown, Burrows, Burt, 
Joseph P. Caldwell, Clarke, Clingman, Colcock, Cole, 
Conger, Daniel, Danner, Deverry, Dickey, Dixon, Duncan, 
Ehot, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Ewing, Fuller, 
Gentry, Gerry, Gilbert, Goodenow, Gott, Gould, Grinnell, 
Halloway, Hamilton, Hampton, Henry, Hibbard, Hilliard, 
Holmes, Houston, Howard, Hunter, Joseph W. Jackson, 
Kerr, George G. King, James G. King, John A. King, La 
Sere, Leffler, Littlefield, Horace Mann, Job Mann, Matte- 


son, MeClernand, McDowell, MeLanahan, McMullen, | 
Meacham, Meade, Daniel I’. Miller, Moore, Morehead, | 


Morris, Morse, Morton, Nelson, Otis, Outlaw, Peaslee, 
Peek, Penn, Richardson, Risley, Robbins, Rockwell, Rose, 
Rumsey, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schermertorn, 
Schoolcraft, Seddon, Shepperd, Sprague, Stanly, Frederick 
P. Stanton, Thaddeus Stevens, Stetson; Strong, Sweetser, 
Jacob Thompson, Thurman, Tuek, Underhill, Van Dyke, 
Vinton, Waldo, Wentworth, White, and Wilmot—104. 


NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Anderson, An- | 
drews, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bingham, Bowie, Briggs, Wm. | 
J. Brown, Butler, E. C. Cabell, Joseph Cable, George A. | 
Caldwell, Campbell, Cartter, Casey, Cleveland, W.R. W. | 


Cobb, Dimmick, Doty, Dunham, Featherston, Fiteh, Gil- 


more, Gorman, Green, Hall, Hammond, Haralson, Harlan, | 


I. G. Harris, Haymond, Holladay, Howe, Robert W. John- 
son, Jones, Marshall, McDonald, McGaughey, R. M. Mc- 


Lane, MeQueen, Me Willie, J. K. Miller, Milison, Newell, | 


Ogle, Orr, Parker, Pitman, Potter, Powell, Reed, Ross, Sav- 
age, Silvester, Spaulding, Richard H. Stanton, Alex. H. 
Stephens, Taylor, Thomas, Toombs, Walden, Wallace 
Watkins, Wellborn, Whittlesey, Wildrick, Williams, and 
Woodward—71. 


So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 


The question now being on concurring with the 
committee in striking out the paragraph, 

Mr.MARSH ALL demanded the yeasand nays; 
but they were not ordered. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 

Mr. JONES moved to reconsider the vote by 
which it was agreed to, and to lay that motion on 
the table. The latter motion was agreed to. 

The amendment striking out the provision for 


he ques- | 


He | 


|| the extension of Pennsylvania Avenue to George- 
| town, was concurred in, on a division, by ayes 78, 

noes 58. 

The other amendments of the committee, on 
which a separate vote had been asked, were con- 
curred in. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
| read a third time; and having been engrossed, ac- 
cording to order, was read the third time. 

The question now being, ‘ Shall the bill pass?” 

Mr. JONES demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered; and being taken, were—yeas 
} 127, nays 55; as follow: 


YEAS—Messts. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Anderson, An- 
| drews, Ashmun, Bayly, Beale, Bennett, Bissell, Bowie, 
Breck, Brisbin, Brooks, Bullard, Burrows, Burt, Badr, 
2. UC. Cabell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Campbell, Casey, Chand- 
ler, Clarke, Cleveland, Clingman, Coie, Conger, Danner, 
Deberry, Dimmick, Dixon, Duncan, Eliot, A. Evans, Na 
tian Evans, Fitch, Freedley, Fuller, Giddings, Gilbert, 
| Gott, Gould, Grinnell, Hailoway, 
Hay, Haymond, Henry, Hilliard, Holmes, Houston, Howe, 
Hunter, Joseph W. Jackson, Kerr, George G. King, James 
G. King, John A. King, La Sére, Leffler, Littlefield, Horace 
Mann, Job Mann, Marshall, Matteson, McDowell, Me- 
Gaughey, McKissock, McLanahan, Moore, Morehead, 
Morris, Morse, Morton, Nelson, Newell, Ogle, Otis, Out 
law, Owen, Peasiee, Peck, Penn, Phoenix, Pitman, Pot 
ter, Putnam, Reed, Risley, Robbins, Rockwell, Rose, Ross, 
Rumsey, Sackett, Sawtelle, Schenck, Schermerhorn, 


ly, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Thaddeus 
Stevens, Stetson, Taylor, James ‘Thompson, Thurman, Un 
derhill, Van Dyke, Vinton, Walden, Waldo, Watkins, Well 
born, Wentworth, White, Wildrick, and Williams—127. 
NAYS—Messrs. Albertson, Ashe, Averett, Bay, Bell, 


A. Caldwell, Cartter, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colcock, 
Daniel, Doty, Dunham, Edmundson, Featherston, Gilmore, 
Green, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. 
Harris, T. L. Harris, Hibbard, Holladay, Howard, Inge, 
Andrew Johnsen, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Me- 
Donald, Robert M. McLane, McMullen, McQueen, Me- 
Willie, John K. Miller, Mitlson, Morrison, Orr, Parker, 
Phelps, Powell, Richardson, Savage, Seddon, Sweetser, 
Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Wallace, Wiittlesey, and Wil- 
| mot—so. . 


So the bill was passed. 


on the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


Committee of Ways and Means, reported back 
sundry bills referred to them. 

Mr. B. said that the Committee of Ways and 
Means had had under consideration the amend- 


bill. 
them changing the amount of appropriation, and 
that reduemg it. 
House concur in the amendments. 

‘The motion was agreed to under the operation 
of the previous question. 

Mr. BAYLY, from the Committee of Ways 
| and Means, to which was referred the Military 
|, Academy bill, with the amendment of the Senate 


(hereto, reported the same back with the recom- | 
mendation that the House do not concur in said | 


amendment. Referred to the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union. 


| bill and joint resolution of the Senate, reported the 


laid on the table: 


Treasury to receive and keep the public money 
under the fifteenth section of the act of 6th Au- 
gust, 1846, for the additional services required by 
that act. 


awards made by the Board of Conimissioners 


of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. 
Which were accordingly laid on the table. 
MILITARY ACADEMY BILL. 
On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the House then 


gare 


the Union, (Mr. Boyp in the chair, ) and proceeded 
to consider the amendment of the Senate to the 
Military Academy bill, viz: add thereto the follow- 
ing words; ‘* For erecting riding hall $12,000.”" 


| 


‘Mr. SWEETSER moved to strike out “ riding” | 


! and insert ** dancing.” Pavey] 

| Mr, JOHN A. KING. Can I address the com- 
mitteé in opposition to the amendment of the gen- 

| tleman from Ohio. I hope it will not be adopted. 

|| Mr.BAYLY. You can speak for an hour if 

J 


you like. [Laughter.] 


BE. 


Hammond, Hampton, | 


Schoolcraft, Shepperd, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Stan- | 


| Bingham, Boyd, A. G. Brown, Buel, Joseph Cable, George | 


Mr. BAYLY moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed, and to lay that motion | 


Mr. BAYLY, by unanimous consent, from the | 


ments of the Senate to the Indian appropriation || 
These were principally verbal, only one of | 


He therefore moved that the | 


Mr. BAYLY, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, to which were referred the following | 


same back with the recommendation that they be | 


An aet to provide compensation to such persons | 
as may be designated by the Secretary of the | 


A’ joint resolution directing payment of the || 


organized to carry into effect certain stipulations | 


went into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
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Mr. KING said that he was in favor of the’ 
amendment proposed by the Senate. The prop- 
_ osition had been made at the last session of Con- 
_ gress, and was recommended by the superior Offi- 

cers and the best authorities in the Army, as af- 
fording a better plan to discipline the cadets than 
any other. * The present riding at that school was 
unsafe and insecure, and altogether unfit for the 
necessary exercises to discipline the young men of 
the country, to fit them for the cavalry and the ar- 
tillery or field service. 
|| Mr. PHELPS inquired why the young gentle- 
| men cadets could not exercise riding in the oper 
; air? 

Mr. KING said he would answer. During’ a 
considerable portion of the year it was impoenlble 
| to exercise in the open air; and in addition to this 
| they could not so well be under the control and sd- 

pervision of the riding master. 
The hour having arrived when by resolution 
| the committee must rise, the committee took a re- 
cess until six o’clock, 









} 








PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions and memorials were presented 
under the rule and referred to appropriate committees 


By Mr. MATTESON: The petition of Bradshaw Good- 
| ale, and 28 others, citizens of Washington county, New 
|| York, in favor of additional compensation for taking the 
|| census. : 

\| By Mr. GOULD: The petition of W. D. Hill, assistant 
| marshal, and others, asking additional compensation for 
}, Services in tanking the census and making schedules, &c. 
By Mr. COLE: The petition of Royal Buck, and others, 
| assistant marshals, for increased compensation for taking 
| census, 

Also, a memorial of the Legislature of Wisconsin for the 

establishment of a mail route from Preseott, on Willow riv- 

i} er, to Oceola, St. Croix falls. 
By Mr. ROSE: The petition of Franklin Carter, Henry 
C. Grout, and others, citizens of Lima, Livingston county, 
New York, praying for additional compensation to deputy 
marshals. 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania: The petition of 
Charles MeNair, and a number of inhabitants of Pennsytl- 
|| vania, on the subject of a road from the Atiantic to the Pa- 
} cific, 

By Mr. GOODENOW : The petition of Simeon Hall and 
55 other citizens of Portland, in the State of Maine, asking 
for the repeal of the fugitive slave law. 

By Mr. MANN, of Massachusetts: The petition of F. 
W. Bird, and 112 others, all of Walpole, in the State of Mas- 
sachusetts, and 80 of whom are legal voters, praying for the 
| immediate repeal of the tugitive slave law. 





EVENING SESSION, 

At six o'clock the committee resumed its sés- 
sion, (Mr. Boyp, of Kentucky, in the chair,) the 
pending question being on the amendment of the 
Senate to the Military Academy bill, viz: To in- 
sert an appropriation of 412,000 for the erection of 
a riding-hall; which Mr. Swrerser had moved 
|| to amend by striking out * riding,” and inserting 
+ ** daneing.”’ 

Mr. JOHN A. KING, in continuation, pro- 
ceeded to say: It would be in the recollection of 
| the committee that, at the last session of Congress, 
when the annual appropriation for the support of 
the West Point Academy was the subject of de- 
bate, he moved an amendment, providing for the 
erection of a riding-school at that place, which 
was not adopted. When a similar appropriation 
was under Rate at this session, he did not 
venture to propose it again. And the bill passed 
as reported by the Committee of Ways and 
Means, with a single amendment, relating to the 


pay and emoluments of the adjutant of the corps 
|} at West Point. But now, whee the bill comes 
| back from the Senate, with an appropriation for 
the erection of a riding-school, which has fre- 
|| quently been recommended by the officers of the 
|} Academy, as well as by those best qualified and 
|| authorized to decide upon its value as a*part of the 
|, necessary accomplishments of an officer, I avail 
myself of the opportunity and the advantage which 
| the sanction of that body affords, to sustain, in 
the best way that I can, the amendment which 
| the Senate has made. The object of the appro- 
priation is to erect such a building as shall be of 
| sufficient capacity, aad of such form and shape as 
| shall render it adequate to the purposes of instruc- 
tion in riding. 

It is not a new proposition before the commit- 
|, tee that a riding-school of the character proposed 
|i should be erected at Wést Point. There is a 
|| building at that place now which is used for that 
|| purpose; but it is unsafe, from its form and size, 
|, both for the horses and their riders. And hence 
the effort now and heretofore made for the con- 

struction of a riding-school of proper dimensions. 
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| j 
We are all acquainted with the character of that adding te the system of high instruction thus im- 
national institution, of the high qualifications of | 
those who have charge of the instruction which 
is there afforded. We all appreciate the value of | 
that instruction to the country, as well as to those | 


who have been its recipients. They have shown 
private life, after having fulfilled their engagements 
to the country which educated them. The old 


adversaries of this institution cannot but admit, 


what has been so well proved as to need no com- | 
ment at my hands, that it is an institution where | 


the children of the rich and the poor are alike re- 
ceived and instructed, and fitted to become emi- 
nently useful, either as leaders of the military 


forces of the country or as citizens in the various | 
Its course of instruction | 


pursuits of civil life. 
and discipline, both of body and mind, is so well 
known and so thoroughly aprmeses that I am 
persuaded this committee will reluctantly decline 
to make the necessary appropriation for a riding- 


school, and thus refuse to render that course of || 


instruction more perfect, and its recipients more 


accomplished and better fitted to discharge all the | 
may at | 
Ve have | 


duties which, as officers or citizens, the 
any time be called upon to perform. 
made the annual appropriation of $142,528 for the 
meget of this institution. 

a 

send forth from time to time a youthful band, 
ever ready iany emergency which may arise to 
give all their energies to the service of their coun- 
try, Lask, under these circumstances, whether it 


would not be for the advantage of the youth who | 
are there formed and prepared for public or private 
life, that this manly accomplishment in all its per- | 
fection should be added to the solid improvements | 


in all the branches of science? What higher tes- 


timony has ever, or can ever be borne to the char- | 


acter of that institution, and to the high qualities of 
the officers of our Army, than was afforded by the 
war with Mexico? Whatgraduate of West Point 
failed to carry out to the highest point of honor, cour- 


age, and. fidelity, the trust which the country had | 


reposed inhim? ‘These facts appeal very strongly 
to the country, and to the representatives of the 


people, not to withhold this appropriation which || 


is intended to increase the efficiency and accom- 
plishment of the officers of the American Army. 
An officer of the cavalry to be qualified to command 
and direct a squadron of horse, should be a good 
horseman; should not only know how to ride well 


himself, but should also know how to control the | 
ete and spirit of the noble animal which bears | 
1im, so as to give to both man and horse the great- | 


est combined force in the day of battle. 


tice in the mustered troop, learn to direct the 


movements of those less skilled in the manace- | 
These can | 
only be well taught in a riding-school, where both | 
man and horse are under the close and vigilant eye | 
of the master—where a careless manner or anun- | 


ment of themselves and their horses. 


safe seat, or unskillful management of the horse is 
at once seen.and corrected. 


and hence, in all military establishments abroad, 
instruction in riding forms one of the branches of 
an officer’s education. The officers thus formed 
in mind and body, will be qualified for command 
in the cavalry and light ule, two of the most 
efficient arms of the service. 


The battles in Mexico proved in an eminent | 


manner the high perfection to-which this latter 
arm of the service has been carried. ‘The horse 
and his rider, well trained and efficient in the 
highest degree, enabled the officer to manage and 
direct the fire of his battery with a precision, 
closeness, and rapidity, as remarkable as it was 
destructive. In the present extended and almost 
unguarded condition of our vast acquisitions from 
Mexico, within which reside large tribes and rov- 
ing bands of warlike and well-mounted Indians, 
we are called upon to change the character of the 


defensive forcee—cavalry must be substituted for | 


infantry. Now, then, more than ever, would it 
seem right and proper that the appropriation 
asked for in this amendwent of the Senate should 
be accepted by this committee. And I yet hope 
that the viev"s which I have presented may have 
some weight in favor of suck a decision. I can- 
not for a moment believe, that in affording to the 
Academy at West Point the necessary means of 





And, as we have had | 
ong experience of its power and capacity to 


He | 


should, too, by regular training and steady prac- | 


This accurate super- | 
vision of the man and the horse cannot be given | 
in the open field, or at all seasons of the year; | 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


a 





parted one of the most manly and necessary ac- | 
complishments of an officer, that we are either | 
idly, or without object or adequate result, squan- 

dering the money of the people. I hope, there- | 


|| fore, the amendment may prevail. I 
it on the field of battle, and in all the walks of | 


é | 
Mr. McMULLEN asked what was the amount | 
of the provision? 
Mr. KING replied, $12,000. 
Mr. McMULLEN asked what 
horses were to be provided ? 
Mr. KING said, no additional ones. 
Mr. BAYLY moved that the committee rise. 
The motion prevailed, and the committee rose; 
and, the Speaker having resumed the chair, the | 
chairman reported progress. 
Mr. BAYLY moved that all debate in Commit- || 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union on the || 
amendments of the Senate to the Military Acad- | 


number of 


, ; : , 
shall have again resolved itself into committee. 
The motion was agreed to. | 


EXPLANATIONS. 


Mr. CHANDLER said: In a recent discussion 
of the Branch Mint, the Representative from the 
fifth district of New York, in some remarks, im- 


at Philadelphia. I rose immediately to ask an ex- | 
planation, when 1 was ruled out of order, and | 
compelled to take my seat. I have recently 
learned that not only he and some other members 
understood me to say that I had authority from 
the Director that the Mint could immediately meet 
the demands of depositors; but yesterday I ascer- 
tained that the Globe, the official aper, had so re- 
ported me. I did not so state it. Before the gentle- | 
| man from New York spoke | had offered an amend- 
ment to the pending bill fixing the time for prompt 
myment, on the authority of the Director of the | 
Mint, at the 30th of April next. And at the time | 
of my speaking I exhibited to several gentlemen 
around me (but evidently the gentleman from New 
York and some others did not see it) the dispatch 
which contained the authority for my remark and 
amendment. With this coigienniien Iam sure my 
friend will withdraw his unjust imputation upon 
/ an estimable gentleman. 
Mr. BRIGGS. The explanation of my hon- 
orable friend, the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 
{[Mr. Cuanp.er,] relative to the remarks pending 
the discussion of the Branch Mint bill, satisfies 
me that I misapprehended him; and it is, there- 
fore, due to the Director of the Mint, Dr. R. M. 
Patterson, that I should withdraw my remarks | 
upon his conduct, especially those ioniiiindiog his 
veracity, which I cheerfully do. 
On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the House again | 
resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, and 
resumed the consideration of the Senate amend- 


the chair.) 

Mr. CARTTER said: Mr. Chairman, I am op- 
posed to the adoption of the pending amendment, | 
and also the amendment to the amendment. The 
—— to erect a house at West Point for 


than a broad laugh through the country and | 
among a people taught to manage the horse in | 
the field and the forest, over hills and through 
valleys, leaping fences and ditches, among stone 
and logs, in sunshine and rain, Winter and Sum- 
mer. You propose to expend $12,000, with the 
ay of $3,000 or $4,000 annually to keep it 
up, for wae rene Why, to be sure, to teach 
the young Napoleons of the Republic to ride 
horse in a house. [Laughter.] To fill up the pic- | 
|| ture, the Government ought to employ Madame 
| Leyo to teach them. You might as vell teach a) 
|| child to walk by binding his limbs, as to teach 
| equestrianism for the field in ahouse! The amend- 
| ment can only be justified upon the hypothesis 
that the cavalry conflicts in the future are to trans- 
|| pire within the walls of houses. ‘This proposition, | 
|| like the institution with which it is connected, is | 
calculated to train upa legion of effeminate hot-house, | 
| band-box heroes. [Laughter.] y friend from the 
Long Island district [Mr. Kix] appears to be very | 
| tenderly affected towards the promising school of 
national wards at West Point. In seeking to put 
them under cover in their horseback exercise, Mr. 
Chairman, it would be a great cruelty and pity to | 
expose the tender cheek of these embryo heroes to 
the rays of an out-door sun on horseback, or a | 


| 








| But, Mr. Chairman, if the committee sha 


_horsemen of the boys at West 
mount them and turn them out upon the Catskil| 


| of the neighborhood. 


peached the veracity of the Director of the Mint ,| 


ment to the Military Academy bi!!, (Mr. Boyp in ¢ institution at West Point. 


10rse-back exercise, can excite no other sensation || 
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slight rain or perhaps a little frost. It mi 

them for the lnaire aaeeiaelined of the et 
clude to build a house for the horseback pie c 
cadets, I hope they will provide wooden horses 

and not wrong the noble living animal by confining 
his exercise toa house. Finally, Mr. Chairman, 
if I was seriously to propose a place to mak, 


oint, I would 


mountains, to climb the hills and thread the valleys 
Mr. SWEETSER inquired if the five minutes 
rule had been adopted ? 
The CHAIRMAN, in reply, said that it haq 


| been adopted. 


Mr. SWEETSER. I sore desire to state, as 
I suppose those gentlemen understand it withoy: 


|| any exceptions, that by the amendment I have 
|| emy bill be closed in five minutes after the House || 


proposed, we shall be able to cut off and destroy the 
whole amendment of the Senate. I am aware of 
the feeling that exists in some portions of the coun- 


| try with regard to this institution. My constity- 
| ents 





Mr. SACKETT called the gentleman from Ohio 
to order. . 

The CHAIRMAN ruled that the gentleman 
from Ohio [Mr. Sweerser] was entitled to the 
floor, and that he was in order. 

Mr.SWEETSER. [am aware, that in some 
parts of the country it is unpopular for any one 
to attack this institution at West Point. But | 
| desire to advise those gentlemen who advocate 
| this measure, to pause before they press this kind 
| of legislation upon the country. e all recollect 
| that at the last session of Congress the same 
/ amendment was proposed in this House by the 
| gentleman from New York, [Mr. K1ne,] and he 
| made a speech in its favor. I have no doubt of his 

sincerity in the matter now; but whatever that 

gentleman may think with regard to the propriety 
| of this amendment, I desire to say that the people 
of the portion of the country I represent desire no 
| such thing as a riding-school at West Point. 

Mr. SACKETT, (interposing.) The amend- 
ment, as I understand it, has been already advo- 
| cated by the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
marek ee opposed by the gentleman from Ohio, 
[Mr. Carrrer;] therefore the gentleman was out 
of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The speeches to which the 
gentleman alludes were made before the five min- 
| utes rule was adopted, and it is the opinion of the 
| Chair that the gentleman from Ohio {Mr. Sweer- 
see] is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. SWEETSER. I wish to have it under- 
stood, that the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Sackett] cannot embarrass me by these interrup- 
tions. I was about remarking, that the section of 
the country which [represent are opposed to this 

They anderenad per- 
| fectly well that it is receiving patronage from this 
| Government as an institution that exists by suffer- 
ance, and not because there is any partiality for it. 
I represent my constituents truly, upon this floor, 

when I offerevery objection that I may reasonably 
urge against this institution. I believe a feeling 
against it exists throughout the whole western 
country. The argument of the gentleman from 
New York, (Mr. Kive,] struck me as being—I 
will not say partial, but singular, coming as it did 
| from a gentleman of so much experience and inte!- 
ligence. He says that it is necessary to educate 
these young men in horsemaniship, that they may 
be able, when sent upon the frontiers, to success- 
fully repel the aggressions of the Indians. I can 
inform the gentleman that the young men of the 
West, who enter the institution at West Point, are 
horsemen vefore they enter it, and they are able 
to command and guide their horses too. They will 
not thank you for the facilities of the kind pro- 
| posed in this bill. 
Here the hammer fell.] 
he question was then taken on Mr. Sweer- 
sex’s amendment to the amendment; and it was 
decided in the negative. 

The question then recurring on the amendment 
of the Senate, it was taken, and the amendment 
was not agreed to. f 

Mr. BAYLY moved that the committee rise, 
and report the bill; which motion was agreed to. 

The committee then rose accordingly; and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, the chairman 
reported that the committee had had under consid- 
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eration the Union generally, and particularly a | 
cademy bill, | 


Senate amendment to the Military 


and had directed him to report that amendment | 


with a recommendation that it do not pass. 
The question was then taken upon concurrin 
in the Senate amendment; and it was not agr 


ae BAYLY moved that the House resolve it- 
self into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 


Mr. JONES moved to reconsider the vote by | 


which the House on yesterday determined to take 
, recess from half-past three o’clock until six 
telock. He did not wish it disposed of then, but 


merely to have it entered and disposed of there- | 


aiter. e E ; { 
" The SPEAKER stated that the motion pending | 
before the House was that made by the gentle- | 
and therefore | 


man from Virginia, [Mr. Bayty, 
the motion of the gentleman from ‘Tennessee [Mr. 
Jones] could not be entertained. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Barxy’s 
motion, and carried in the affirmative. 


MEXICAN INDEMNITY BILL. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Boyp in the chair.) 


On motion by Mr. BAYLY, the committee || 
proceeded to the consideration of the bill to pro- 


vide for carrying into execution, in further part, 
the twelfth article of the treaty with Mexico, con- 
cluded at Guadalupe Hidalgo. 

Mr. BAYLY. I have very little to say about 
this bill. Iam not disposed to detain the commit- 
tee, therefore, for any lengthof time. This bill is 
the counterpart of one that was very fully dis- 
cussed at the last session of Congress, in both 
branches of the Legislature. But as I know that 


ence to this matter, and many newspaper articles 
indited in relation thereto, it appears to be proper 
for me to say a few words. 


In the first place, then, I think that the duty of || 
Congress in reference to this matter, is exceeding- | 


ly plain. We have a treaty by which we are 
bound to make the payment to Mexico, for this 
installment, in the city of Mexico; that is the treaty. 
Our Government has made a contract with the 
firms of Baring & Brothers, Howland & Aspin- 
wall, and Corcoran & Riggs, (the first being an 
English house, and the last two American houses, ) 
to make that payment, and they have agreed to 
make a discount to us of three and a half per cent. 
to make that payment. If advances are made by 
our Government on account of it, they have 
agreed to discount the interest. That is the con- 
tract. 

But Mr. Marks and his associates have been 
memoralizing Congress, and they have addressed 
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sociates desire. I have received a communication |! 


from the Secretary of State upon that subject, 


which I desire to be read, and which, in my opin- 
ion, is perfectly conclusive on this point. 
The Crerx then read the letter, as follows: 


DEPARTMENT OF State, 
Wasuineton, February 19, 1851. 
To the Hon. Tuomas H. Bayty, 
Chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
of the House of Representatives : 
Sir: I have read the communication of the 30th ultimo, 
addressed to you by Mr. B. E. Green, relative to a contract 
alleged to have been made with the Mexican Government 
by Mr. J. D. Marks, for the payment of the third and fourth 
installments due to thatGovernment pursuant to the treaty 
of Guadalupe Hidalgo. As the author of that communica- 
tion seems either net to understand or to disregard the obli- 
gations of this Government, and the rights of Mexico as 
expressed in that treaty, | quote the second paragraph of 


the twelfth article, which is the passage applicable to the || 


case 2 

“Immediately after this treaty shall have been duly rati- 
fied by the Government of the Mexican Republic, the sum 
of $3,000,000 shall be paid to the said Government by that 
of the United States, at the city ef Mexico, in the gold or 
silver coin of Mexico. The remaining $12,000,000 shall be 
paid at the same place, and in the same coin, in annual in- 
stallments of $3,000,000 each, together with interest on the 
same, at the rate of six percent. perannum. This interest 
shall begin to run upon the whole sum of $12,000,000, 


| from the day of the ratification of the present treaty by the 


Mexican Government, and the first of the installments shall 
be paid at the expiration of one year from the same day. 
Together with each annual installment, as it falls due, the 
whole interest accruing on such installment from the begin- 


| ning shall also be paid.”’ 


This being a treaty stipulation, no branch of this Govern- 


| ment can alter the obligations which it imposes upon the 
| United States, or enlarge the rights to which it restricts the 


Mexican Government. This can legally be done only by an- 


| other treaty, duly negotiated and ratified. The article referred | 


{| 
|; Mexico. 
there have been many pamphlets written in refer- | 


| 
| 


to, confers no right upon the Mexican Government to draw 
drafts upon the Treasury of the United States, and imposes 
no obligation upon that Department either to accept or to 
pay them. The Mexican Government is to receive its 
money at stated times, in Mexican coin, at the city of 


It is well known, that when the treaty was sent to the 


| Senate for ratification, the following words followed what 


has been quoted from the tweltth article : 

** Certificates, in proper form, for the said installments 
respectively, in such sums as shall be desired by the Mexi- 
can Government, and transferable by it, shall be delivered 
to the said Government.”’ 

But the Senate declined to advise the ratification of the 


| treaty with these words in it; but amended it by striking 


them from the article ; and thus amended, the treaty was 


| finally agreed to by both Governments. 


themselves not only to this House, but also to the | 


Committee of Ways and Means, insisting that we 
should carry out the arrangement which they have 
made. Well, now, the first answer that I have to 
make to that proposition (which I only answer in 


advance, because I know it is to be made a matter | 


of discussion here) is, that, in my opinion, all that 
Congress has to do with the matter, is to appro- 


priate the money to make this payment and to | 


leave it to the Administration, to whom it belongs, | 


to negotiate for the payment. I am free to admit 


that there may be an en to this; that, as | 


representatives of the people, if we believe that 
there was any impropriety tn this negotiation, any 
corruption in it, we might interpose to arrest 
it. But, having seen no evidence of impropriety 
after the most diligent inquiry into it, it does seem 
to me that when the Congress of the United States 
has appropriated the money to make this payment, 
it has exhausted its functions, and that it 1s to be 
left to the Administration to do purely an adnfin- 


view of the subject. 

But, sir, I undertake to go beyond this point, at 
which I think I might stop, and to say that the 
competing proposition of Mr. Marks and his as- 
sociates is entirely inadmissible. 

In the first place, without a new treaty we have 
no right to concede totheir terms. This commiftee 
will recollect that at the last session of por = os 
| took the ground here, (although I did not elabo- 
rate it very largely,) that without a new treaty 
upon this subject we had no right to make the 
payment in the mode that Mr. Marks and his as- 


| 
| 


Now, it is obvious that negotiable drafts on and accepted 
by the Treasury, and returned to Mexico, would, in sub- 


| stance, conform to the certificates which the Senate, by its 


| March, 1848: 


proceedings in regard to the treaty, forbade the Government 
from issuing. In other words, this mode of proceeding 
would, in effect, supersede the Senate’s amendment, by 
reinstating, in effect, the provision which it had struck out. 
If any confirmation were needed of this plain meaning of 
the treaty as it stands, it mighi be found in the concluding 
sentence of the following passage, from Mr. Buchanan’s 
instructions to Messrs. Sevier and Clifford, of the 18th 


** Tt cannot be denied that the twelfth article, as amended 
by the Senate, contains a positive and unconditional obli- 
gation, on the part of the United States, to pay the Mexican 
Republic the sum of $12,000,000, in four annual installments 


| of $3,000,000 each, commencing one year after the ratifiea- 


tion of the treaty by the Mexican Government. Negotiable 
or transferable certifiestes cannot, however, be issued for 
that amount.’’ 

The payment of the money to Mexico, according to the 
terms of the treaty, is an Executive duty of great delicacy 
and responsibility, which, so far as we are aware, has hith 
erto been discharged to the entire satisfaction of that Gov- 


| ernment. 


Congress has appropriated means for the payments, but in 
order to make those means available where the payments 
are due, it has been deemed advisable to employ, on behalf 
of this Government, persons of acknowledged reputation 
for ample pecuniary resources, probity, and prudence. 
Such agents can alone inspire the Goverament with confi- 
dence that its obligations to Mexico will be fulfilled, while 
their interests as members of the commercial community, 


| will impel them so to discharge their duties, as to impart as 
| little disturbance as possible to the ordinary and natural 


transactions of commerce. 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obe- | 
di~nt servant, DAN’L WEBSTER. 


‘Mr. BAYLY, (in continuation.) Mr. Chair- 


| man, it will be seen from that letter, that not only 


4 


} || does not the present treaty authorize any such ar- 
istrative duty—to make the payment. That is my | 


rangement as that ereganes by Mr. Marks and 
his associates, but it also appears that the Senate 
deliberately amended the treaty, so as to make it 
impossible that any such arrangement could be 
entered into. So much for that point. 

But, sir, there are one or two other matters to 
which J wish to refer. And in doing this I wish 
to be as brief as possible. I wish to do so the 
more, because this whole matter was, as I have 
already said, discussed at the last session of Con- 

ess by both Houses. In their memorial, Mr. 
Marks and associates come forward and charge, 
that the Messrs. Barings, and Howland & As- | 
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pinwall, and Corcoran & Riggs, have been shav- 
ing the Mexican Government at the rate of one 
and a half per cent. per month. Well, I desire to 
know what we have got to do with that? If they 
were shaving them with our money—if we had 
been advancing our money to them, to aid. them 
in shaving them, there might be something in it. 
But after looking into this matter, 1 here state au- 
thoratively, that our Government has not ad- 
vanced a single dollar, no, not asingle dollar upon 
this indemnity. 

Then, so far as the shaving of the Mexican 
Government is concerned, we have nothing on 
the face of the earth to do with it. If they are 
shaving the Mexicans, they are doing it with their 
eyes open, and with it we have nothing to de, 
For myself, 1 am free to say, that I should have 
been glad that these bankers, whose responsibili- 
ty is undoubted, had taken the money from our 


| Treasury; because, by that arrangement, they 


would have been bound to pay six per cent. for 
it, when our public stocks in the market are not 
paying five percent. .Besides, we would have ob- 


| tained interest upon funds which have been lying 


idle in the Treasury. 


In a financial point of 
view, therefore, if they had taken our money to 
carry out this stipulation, it would have been ad- 
vantageous to us to the amount of the interest on 
the advance. But, as I have already said, they 
have not taken a single dollar of our money. All 
their arrangements with the Mexican Government 
have been on their own account, and have been 
carried on with their own funds. I do not, there- 
fore, see that it is a pertinent inquiry for us to 
look into the private transactions of our agents 
with the Mexican Government. I repeat, 1 do 
net see the pertinency of this inquiry. But if 


| you choose to go beyond and look into the matter, 


| with ours. 


to what does it amount? It seems that the Ba- 
rings have negotiated with their own funds, not 
For to lend the Mexican Government 
money at one and a half per cent. per month 

Mr. HALL here made some remarks that were 





| inaudible to the Reporter. 


| that they have fine credit. 


| different. 


Mr. BAYLY. 


My-friend from Missouri says 


Well, Lam not pre- 
pared to say that. 


The rate of interest in different countries is very 
In England, upon first-rate security, 


| money can be borrowed and loaned at three per 


| cent. 
| and a half per cent. 


Upon short call it can be borrowed at two 
Yet our Government bor- 
rowed at one time lately at six percent.; and at still 
a former period they borrowtd at much below that 
percentage. When our Government pay double 
the usual rate of interest in England, it ought not 
to excite the wonder of the American Congress 


| that Mexico, with her difficulties and her debt, 


with her stocks quoted at fifty per cent. in the dol- 
lar, cannot borrow money at less than double the 
rate at which we borrow it. 

But, sir, apart from this, what sort of an exhi- 
bition does not Mr. Marks make in coming here 
to insist that the American Congress shall inter- 


| pose between the Administration and the contract- 


ors, so as to substitute him for them, upon the 
ground that they are shaving the Mexican Govy- 
ernment? In their own memorial they state that 
they would receive $210,000 for getting the drafts 
of the Mexican Government accepted. They are 
to get $210,000 merely for getting their drafts ac- 
cepted! Up to that point the Mexican Govern- 
ment does not get adollar. Well, now, asto this 
point of shaving, I do not see the difference in fa- 
vor of the Mexican Government, whose guardi- 
ans we are asked to become, between paying one 
and a half per cent., were there only ion months 


| to run, which will make seven and a half per cent., 
| and paying $210,000 to have the drafts accepted, 


| and then a discount of the interest. 


Suppose that 
it was not in conflict with our treaty—as in my 
opinion it most clearly is; suppose that we could do 


| it, as in my opinion we most clearly cannot; 
| suppose that we could adopt an arrangement 


which the Senate, upon a solemn vote, declined to 


| authorize, I desire to know what benefit it would 
| bé to our sister os 


But enough of this. 1 am weakening the report 


| of the Committee of Ways and Means in going 


| would be pressed upon the House. 


into these collateral matters. I should not have 
gone into them at allif I had not known that they 
The point of 
our case, the ground upon which the Committee 
of Ways and Means have acted, is, that we should 
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leave it to the President to execute the law. It is 
for the Administration to negotiate for the pay- | 
ment. Wegive the money; they make the pay- || 
ment, When we have appropriated the money | 
our funetion is-exhausted, and if they make this 
payment in an improper manner, and if it be a 
case of corruption, why, then, impeach them. If || 
it bea case of weakness and incompetency, arraign i 
them before the public. But I protest, as a mem- 
ber of Congress, against any effort to make the 
two Houses of Congress not only the legislative, 
bat the executive branch of the Government. | 
Why, sir, can anybody ‘conceive of a body more | 
unfit for ai for the payment of money | 
than the House of Representatives and the Senate | 
of the United States? How many men in Con- 
rress have turned their attention to this*matter? 
low many men have looked over the whole 
ground? Sir, I have felt it my duty, in the posi- 
tion lL océupy, to look fully into this matter; but 
how many other members have done so? | 

I have said, Mr. Chairman, all that I desire to | 
submit wpon this occasion. || 

Mr. BROOKS. I agree with many of the re- 
marks which-the gentleman from Virginia has ad- 
dressed to this committee, that the treaty being 
made, we are bound to carry it out in good faith; 
but at the same time I think it is not less the duty | 
of this House to institute an inquiry into the facts 
of the case, when we are v >ting to make so large 
ah appropriation. We are about to ata 
$3,158,000, and it appears to me that in doing this, 
it is the duty of Congress te inquire into the facts 
calling for this appropriation, and the manner of 
it, so that these facts may go before the country. 
I think it is also our duty to provide for the dis- | 
bursement of the money in the best mode we can, 
while we are paying it in accordance with the || 
treaty. 

What is this bill? It is a bill appropriating 
money for the fourth installment agreed upon in 
the treatyat Guadalupe Hidalgo. The installment 
due in May: 1851, was appropriated for by this 
Congress; in September of the last session, and it 
is for the fourth-and last installment, $8,188,000, 
due in May, 1852, for which we are now about to | 
appropriate. I think we have a right, in making | 
this appropriation, at the same time to consider 
in what manner it can be made best condusive to 
the interest of the public. It is our duty, undoubt- 
edly, to execute the treaty according to the con- 
tract; but I also consider that another duty of 
Congress is to provide such means for the dis- | 
bursement of the money as shall be most’beneficial | 
to Mextco and ourselves. I do not think that the 
one duty interferes or conflicts with the other. We | 
are making the appropriations for the next fiscal 
year, a year and some months before the install- 
ment is due; and in making them so long ahead, 
we have an undoubted right to use our own credit, 
that whatever profit or premium there is, shall 
inure to our benefit. 

The installments due'on the 30th May, 1851, 
and on the 30th May of 1852, are over $6,250,000. 
On these $6,250,000, the contractors for the pay- 
ment of this indemnity have agreed to pay a 
premium of three and a half per cent., and the | 
Cioverhment savesso much. But when Congress 
ratifies this bargain, and contracts to put these 
86,000,000 exclusively in the hands of one set of 
contractors, it monopolizes for them all the securi- 
tres for a loan Mexico can offer, and cansequently 
puts that ‘needy Government wholly in their | 
power, Mexico, which must borrow in order to 
exist, can borrow only from them on any terms 
within bounds, and hence they ean demand and ex- 
act what terms they please on the $6,250,000 they | 
have to joan. Such a power as this, using the 
credit of this Government for a year and a quarter, 
i the capital of another, a very needy Government, | 
ix the power of making a very large sum upon that | 
credit, which may be estimated by thousands upon 
thousands dependent only upon the exigencies of 
Mexico. Now, while giving contractors such a | 
use of our credit forso long a time in advance of 
the payment due, what [propose is, to see how 











; 
' 


high a bid we can get for it; and if more than three it 


and a half per cent., whatever addition there is, to || 1 have now the pleasure of statin 


|| stances of the payment of the Mexican indemnity, as far.as 


that, is an addition to the public Treasury. The 
payeen is a business transaction, and should || 
e met in a business way; and what I propose is, || 
that Congress direct the President to negotiate it 


as he would negotiate for a loan, to the best ‘re- | 
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appropriate thewmioney to carry out the treaty, and || sponsible bidder. Whatever money is to be made 


| public purse. Itis therefore the duty of this House 


| payment as shall be a protection to the public, | 


| share with the Executive; and while sharing it, I 
| intend to have all the facts through this discussion 


| hereafter; and a ratification or a rejection | now 


| ted at a proper time, to have. 


doing this nothing more is needed than the re- 
marks which the gentleman from Virginia has | 
submitted, concerning what has been said by | 


| There are, and there have been, other responsible 
| bidders of the highest character and fame as | 











| 
out of it should be shared ‘with the public Treas- | 
ury. 
Sut, says the gentleman from Virginia, there is 
a treaty, and upon the Executive’ should be de- | 
volved the while’ responsibility of its execution. 
Undoubtedly it is the duty of the Executive to ex- 
ecute the treaty, but it is not less the duty of this || 
Congress to provide the ways and means, and to 
share with the Executive in the responsibility of 
so doing; and if there be ‘* surmises”’ afloat, such 
as those to which the gentleman from Virginia has | 
alluded—if there be ‘* whispers’’ abroad current | 
in the public ear, it is the duty of this Congress 
so far to listen to them as to see that the public 
money is safely and judiciously expended. The 
legislative power shares with the Executive power 
in all disbursements, and this House is more re- 
sponsible for them than the Executive, inasmuch 
as it is especially charged with the custody of the 





when it appropriates money, in order to prevent 
the stispicions and surmises the gentleman from | 
Virginia speaks of, to provide such a mode of || 


and avert suspicion or injury from the Executive 
officers of the Government. 

Whatever responsibility there is in providing 
for these installments, | intend this House shall | 


brought before the House. It is a res perros | 
that must be met here, and that cannot be shirked, 











atic Feb. 25, 


in Mexico, for the payment of $2,000,000, the Badanee of 
the indemnity instaliment of May, 1850-the remaining 
1,500,000 having been previously negotiated by the Mexi- 
can Government to Jackson,Jesse & Co, there, and paid 








| at Washington, to their agents, Messrs. Howland & Aspin- 


wall. By this arrangement, he agreed to cash the dratts of 
Governor Letcher on the ‘Treasury at Washington, at ten 


| to fifteen days’ sight, in such amounts as would suit His 


Excellency, to the extent of the above two millions, at three 
and a half per cent. premiuin ; and it was further stipulated, 
that the Treasury was at liberty to deduct an interest of six 
per cent. on every draft thus paid, from the day of payment 
until the 3lst of May. 

This arrangement, by which we did not obtain the advance 
of one cent from the Government, and on the contrary ad- 
vanced the money in Mexico, long before we got payment 
here, was faithfully carried into effect by us, as similar 
payments had been during the war, (Mr. Davidson paying 
to General Scott, immediately after the taking of Vera Cruz. 
the first $250,000 the American army obtained in Mexico’ 
and the Government not only gained a handsome premiym, 
but secured a considerable sum in interest.) , 

Mr. Davidson, at the time of making this arrangement 
with Mr. Letcher, made a distinct proposition for the in 
stallments of 1851-52, of about $3,000,000 each, upon the 
same basis as the above two millions, with the difference 
that he offered an additional half per cent. or four per cent, 
premium, instead of the above three and a half per cent, 
agreeing at the same time to pay this additional premium 
also for the above two millions, in case his offer for the other 
two installments was accepted. 

Mr. Letcher, not feeling himself authorized to conclude 
this additional arrangement, he communicated it to Mr, 
Clayton, for the ratification of the Department, and 1, iy- 
mediately upon this advice, proceeded to Washington, in 
order to confirm the-proposition of Mr. Davidson, and to 
obtain the sanction of the Government at an early date, as 
| it was necessary for us to be early apprised of the arrange- 
ment being completed, in order to have plenty of time to put 
| ourselves in funds at Mexico, as the favorable opportunities 
which might offer during the year. I refer you in this re- 
gard to the enclosed copy of my letter of the L4th of March, 





and it must be taken by this House now, so that 
there can be no outery heceafter. If the House 
ratifies what has been done, and what it is con- 
templated to do, it will be estopped from complaint | 


| to Mr. Clayton, to which I received no further reply, ex- 
cept the verbal one that no negotiation for these installments 
could be made until the appropriations for them were 
passed by both Houses of Congress. This same reason was 
officially communicated to Mr. Letcher, and Mr. Davidson, 





desire, and mean, by an amendment to be submit- 


Mr. B. here, after some conversation among | 
members, stated that at the proper time he should 
offer the following amendment as an addition to 
the bill: 

** And that the President of the United States be directed, 
as in the case of a loan, to advertise, and to receive pro- | 


posals, and to contract for the payment of the said install- | 
ment through the highest responsible bidder. ’’ | 


My object, Mr. 
amendment, is to affotd bankers and capitalists | 
who make large loans, and who engage in trans- | 
actions of this sort, to have, as in the case of 
loans, a fair competition. 


anybody. 
it appears to me that to show the necessity for 


Marks and others of the mode in which this in- 


| demnity has been negotiated; of which, iet me | 


add, I know nothing, and choose to say nething. 


bankers, whose reputation for credit is known 
throughout the wide world, from the arctic to the 
antarctic. In the whole of this negotiation, the 


| President of the United States and the Secretary | 
of State have, no doubt, acted with the highest re- 


gard for the interests of the country upon all the 
facts and upon all the papers that have been sub- 


Shairman, in offering this || 


When these bids are || 
known, there can be no whispers, no surmises, || 
and no denunciation from any quarter against || 


in consequence, not only gave to the Governinent a further 
delay of four to six weeks for the commiunication of the re- 
quired ratification, but wrote, subsequently, another letter 
to Mr. Letcher postponing the time indefinitely still further, 
which fact was also communicated by Mr. Letcher to the 
| then Secretary of State. ‘The indorsed copy of my letter to 
Mr. Clayton, confirming the farther delay, and dated the 
3d of May, remained unanswered ; but L was informed by 
Mr. Walsh, the former Secretary of Legation of Mr. Leteber, 
that Mr. Clayton persisted in his view not to negotiate as 
long as the appropriation was not passed. 

When shortly after Mr. Webster came at the head of the 
Department of State, I thought it possible that he might 
perhaps take a different view from Mt. Clayton, as regards 
| the practicability of negotiating betore the appropriation was 
passed, and [ renewed, therefore, our former offers, when 
we were quietly informed that we came too late, and that 
| an arrangement had been entered into by Mr. Webster with 
the Messrs. Barings, Corcoran, and Howland & Aspinwall. 
No appropriation had yet been pussed; and the only excuse 
which was given to us for such a gross injustice to us and 
to the interests of the Government, which loses thereby at 
|| least £40,000, being a half per cent, on, $8,000,000, the new 
|| arrangenent being at three and ahalf per cent. on the 
$8,000,000, was that our offer had run out, and that there- 
fore there was no other offer before the Government than 
that of Messrs. Baring. 

Our offer, which, for the reasons given in my letters to 
Mr. Clayton, had only a vague limitation, had never been 
| recalled, and my request to Mr. Clayton, in my letter of the 
2d May, stated particularly that we extended the limitation 
of time in order to allow him to wait for the appropriation; 
and yet, in the face of all this, and before any appropriation 
is passed, or anything happened to change the aspect of the 
transaction, we are put aside, at an expense of $49,000 and 
| more to the public Treasury. What would you think of 
me, if you consigned me a cargo of flour, and after having 
| refused an offer for it before its arrival, on the plea of not 
wishing to sell until the vessel arrived, 1 dispose of the car- 
go still afloat, a day or two after, at a great deal Jess than 
the other party had offered me? Was I not, as an honorable 
man towards the first offerer, and as a faithful agent to my 
employer, bound to see first whether I could not obtain the 





mitted to them. 
Sut when in September last the negotiation was 


made for the payment of the installment of 1851, | 
it was not then known in consequence of the change | 


of the Administration, that better offers had been 
made than were taken, and that when a premium 
of threeand a half per cent. was taken, four per 


| cent. premium could as easily have been had. To 


show some of the history of these payments to 
Mexico, I wish te have read the letter I send to 


the Clerk, from August Belmont, Esq., of New | 


York, which sets forth facts of interest—a letter 


not directed to me, and not intended for publica- | 
tion, but which letter sets forth facts more explicit | 


than I can state them myself: 


New York, January 27, 1851. 
MY pear Six: In pursuance of our verbal conversation, 


to you all the cireum- 


this can be done in the short and incomplete shape of a 
letter. . 

In February, 1850, Mr. Lionel Davidson, the agent of 
Meséers. Rothschild in Mexico, made on their behalf an ar- 
rangement with Governor Letcher, United States Minister 


first offeragain, which, like almost every offer in small or 
<a transactions, had been limited for a reasonable pe- 
riod ' 

You will remember that at the passage of the appropria- 
tion for the indemnity of 1851, just before the close ol 
the last session of Congress, some opposition was made in 
the House and the Senate, on the ground that a better offer 
of a Mr. Marks had not been accepted, which opposition 
was, however, put aside, because the Department had the 
available excuse for not treating with these gentlemen, that 
they.did not offer the necessary guarantees to intrust them 
with so large a transaction. ‘This excuse cannot, however, 
exist in treating with Messrs. Rothschild, who had already 
effected these payments, and who ofiered at least the same 
security and guarantee as the contracting parties, and I sup- 
pose this was the reason that nothing was mentioned of our 
offer. Nothing was also'said of any ment with the 
aforesaid parties, except for the installment of 1851 ; but it 
is now asserted by Mr. Webster, as well as the contracting 
parties, that the serenanqoent at three and a half per ceqt- 
was for the two installments of 1851 and 1852. The appro- 
priatgpn for the latter was not yet passed, and in fact need 
not pass before the next session, as there are still fifteen 
months before it is payable. But I have ascertained that a 
strong effort will be made to hurry it thro this session, 
when,in the pressure of business and a short session, it 
stands a fair chance to pass in the shape of the last, and to 
give to the State Department the at a further 
sacrifice of $15,000 to $20,000 to the public Treasury. 


— enact . 
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qu! we ask is fair play, which neither we nor the public 
‘Treasury have had in the last transaction ; and in asking'the 
cod peravion of honorable Senators and Representatives, it 
is with a spirit of an open and honest competition, by which 
the public Treasury can only be the gainer, particularly as [ 
<tand now ready again to renew our offer of four per cent., 

one half per cent. better than the clandestine arrange- 
ent now existing,) with the same favorable conditions in 
on mode of payments as the two millions of the last year, 
fe the installment of 1852. 

{have now stated to you, as far as T could in the shape 
of a letter, the present position of this transaction, and I 
<pall feel very much obliged to you if, during your present 
stay at Washington, you can bring them. to the knowledge 


¢ some of your influential friends in Congress, and give 


me some suggestions @s to the course [ had better pursue in | 


Yours, very truly, 
AUGUST BELMONT. 

it will be seen from this statement that the 
house of Rothschild & Sons had made an offer of | 
four per cent. premium when three and a half per 
cent. had been taken; and that the Rothschilds | 
were no interlopers, but parties to prior transac- 
tions. = 

Mr. BAYLY. I desire to know from the gen- 
eman from New York, if there is any authority 
for the statement which he is making upon the 
authority of that letter, other than the letter itself? 
Is there anything in the State Department to show | 
that there was any such understanding? 

Mr. BROOKS. I have not the power of saying 
what may come from the State Deparment; be- 
cause | have not investigated it there, but I have 
the writer’s letters to Mr. Clayton, and I have seen 
the correspondence from Mr. Clayton which has | 
appeared in the Marks publications on our table, 
where the faetis set forth by Mr. Clayten, that no 
yezotiation would be undertaken until Congress 
made the appropriation. But undoubtedly those 
etters have been withdrawn from the State De- 
partment, as Mr. Belmont says. 

' Mr. KING, of New Jersey. 1 desire to ask 
the gentleman one question. Did not Mr. Web- 


the matter. 


before the Senate, state distinctly, that the time 
that arrancement and this contract were made with | 
the parties that now have it in charge, that there | 
were not on the filés of his Department any evi- 
dence or any proposal relating to this matter? 

Mr. BROOKS. That is the very fact that I 
was stating when the gentleman interrupted me. 
There could not have been any such evidence there, 
because the House of Rothschild withdrew their 
proposition upon the express assurance from Mr. 
Clayton that no contract should be made until the 
appropriation was made by Congress. Mr. Clay- 
ton then retired from office, and Mr. Webster 
camein. Mr. Webster finding a clear docket, and 
ho papers, no offers, did what undoubtedly he 
had a right to do, and what it was for the best in- 
terests of the Government then to do, accepted the 
bestoffer then before him, officially knowing noth- | 
ing of the offer that had been made by the House 
of Rothschild. Far be it from me to censure Mr. 
Webster. Far be it from mg to impute anything | 
tohim. Far be it from me to insinuate that he has 
not done the best for this Government. All I have 
to say is, that in consequence of the change of the 
Secretary of State, the four per cent. offer made by | 
the House of Rothschild was never known to Mr. 
Webster, because no record was left of it in the 
Department of State. 

Mr. KING, of New Jersey, here made a remark | 
which was inaudible to the Reporter. 

Mr. BROOKS. The contract which has been 
made for the payment of the installment of 1851, 
is undoubtedly the only contract that the Secre- 
tary of State could have then made with the facts | 
before him, and it was a good contract then for the | 
(rovernment. 

; 
| 


The whole transaction for the payment of the 
installment due in 1851, was perfectly honorable to 
all concerned in it. There was oat a misunder- | 
standing, arising from the change in the officers | 
ofthe State—nothing more, and nothing less. And 
I stand here ready to defend the justice and pro- | 
priety of that contract for 1851. I voted for it | 
then; and under like circumstances, with no other | 
knowledge than I then had before me, would vote 
for itagain. But now we are coming to another | 
contract, another year, and another installment, | 
that is to be paid’ May 30th, 1852, a year and | 
more ahead. And what I propose to do is to ex- | 
a the public officers from all these surmises, | 
and all these suspicions which the gentleman from 
Virginia has spoken of, and .now to put the con- 
tract up in market overt to be given to the highest 





bidder. Let gentlemen understand me as deféend- 
| ing and protecting the past; but looking only to 
the future, and asking this Coagress to share in 
| that future the responsibility of directing these ap- 
| proptiations: It is not fair, it is not right, it is 
not just to the public officers in this Govern- 
ment, when our tables are laden with pamphlets, 
when statements like those are paraded before the 
House which now cover our tables, and when 


the Executive officers of this Government the re- 
sponsibility of a transaction like this, under these 
circumstances, any more than you would throw 
| upon them the whole responsibility of negotiating 
millions in loans without any advertisement, with- 
out any eee without any contract, known 
| and visible to the eyes of the whole world. 

It isthe duty of this Congress in disbursing this 
money so to disburse it that complaint cannot be 
made, that surmises should not exist, and that 
whatever profit there is to come ftom a rate of 
| premium be enjoyed by us. ‘There is nothing for 
a politician so delicate as credit. In all their po- 
litical transactions men can often stand any attack 
whatever, political or otherwise, but a pecuniary 


| attack, from ‘ surmises”’ and Alaa that 


float about the Halls of this Capitol. Those 

various pamphlets that lie upon our tables show 
| the necessity of the amendment which I intend to 

submit. It is necessary that public men should 
| not only be chaste, but should have their chastity 
| not even suspected. To give you an opportunity 
to do right, and to show you the true state of 
facts, [ have submitted my amendment and these 
remarks. If the House adopt my amendment, it 
will vote a handsome sum into the public ‘Treas- 
ury; if it reject it, and pass the bill, it will ratify, 
adopt, and approve the well-known intention of the 


t | Administration to pay the installment of 1852, as 
ster, at the last session, when this Loren was || 


it paid that of 1851, through the house of Baring, 
at a premium of three and a half per cent. If 
that sanction is given by this House, with the 
facts I have laid before it, the record will be use- 


| ful to me, and to those with whom I act here- 


after. 

The following is a copy of the proposition, 
which Mr. Brooks stated to have been made by 
the ‘house of Rothschild: 


‘* Messrs. N. M. Rothschild & Sons, of London, agree 
hereby to negotiate the drafts of the United States Minis- 


| ter in Mexico, drawn on the Treasury of the United States, 
| atten days’ sight, to the extent of about three millions and 


one half of dollars, forming the installment of the Mexican 
indemnity due in May, 1852, and jfaying for the same in 
Mexico, with four per cent. premium upon the amount 
| thereof. 


| Said negotiation to take place between this andthe 3lst 
of May, 1852, in such sums as the United States Minister 
may require; and upon such amounts of Said drafts as may 
be paid in New York before the 3ist of May, 1852, interest 
at the rate of six per cent. per annum shall be bonatfied from 
the date of such payment to the 3lst of May, the amount of 
which interest shall be immediately paid into the Treasury 
of the United States by the agent of Messrs. N. M. Rotiys 
| child & Sons, in New York, whilst the equivalent will be 
recovered from the Mexican Government, through the Le- 
gation of the United States. 

“New York, January Ith, i851. 

“ AUGUST BELMONT, 
Agent for Messrs. N. M. Rothschild & Sons.” 

Mr. CARTTER next obtained the floor, and 
said: I do not purpose to occupy the attention of 
the committee very long; and to begin, I want the 
committee to understand that I take no part with 
the house of Rothschilds, or of Baring, or of Cor- 
coran & Riggs. I look upon their scramble for 
this money precisely as I would the contest of a 
set of blacklegs around a gambling table, over the 
last stake. [Laughter.] 
other have my sympathies, nor ought to have the 
sympathies of the House of Representatives, in 
this speculation of theirs. They are an organized 
body, to drink up the sweat of labor, without con- 





tributing to the substance of the earth. 
ter.] They have all of them grown so large in 
gormandizing upon money, that they have left the 
work of fleecing individuals, and taken to the en- 
terprise of fleecing nations. One of the most im- 


portant features in the history of their wealth, is, | 


(with one, at least, of the houses, and that the 
nearest to the Capitol,) that the tax-paying portion 
of the people of this Republic has been compelled 
to build up the very wealth through which they 
now seek to shave that of others. This balances 
the account, gentlemen of the committee, between 
me and the banking-houses. 

There is a featare, however, in this transaction 


capitalists like Rothschild stand ready to make | 
better offers,—it is not fair, | say, to throw upon | 
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| that I wish to call the attention of the committee 
}and the public to; whether suecessfully or not, I 


care not, but Lam resolved that it shall not go un- 
notified briefly by me. {t is’ this: this nation is 
indebted to the Mexican Republic by treaty, and 
the Mexican nation, by the action of their Con- 
gress, by the action of their Executive Govern- 
ment, through their minister at your court, and 
through their official paper, have appealed to you, 
not to throw them into the hands of cormorant 
banking-houses, but that you will deliver to them 
the money that is due, by the readiest and chea 
est process, indicating that process. Now, ought 
we, as the Representatives of this Republic, to 
turn to the Mexican Congress, to the Mexican 
Government, to their authorized agent here, a deaf 
ear, for the purpose of consulting the views of the 
emissaries of money, in the form of the Barings, 
the Rothschilds, and Corcoran & Riggs, who play 
second-fiddle to the whole of them? (Laughter. ] 
Ought we to do it? We have just come out of a 
war with them—we have taken a large portion of 
their‘ best domain, and this is the only return that 
we are rendering to them for it. 

They are struggling under embarrassment to re- 
cover from the anarchy that has been forced upon 


| them by the conflict which has just ended. In 


Neither the one nor the | 


[Laugh- | 


this embarrassment, in which they are seeking to 
rebuild’ a national organization upon republican 
principles, they affpeal to you, through their min- 
ister, and that appeal has been answered by the 
Executive branch of this Government, by turning 
its back upon them. They denied them corre- 
spondence upon the subject; and, instead of wait- 
ing the period for the maturity of the paper—in- 
stead of waiting a reasonable period in prospect of 
that maturity, you find our Secretary of State, in 
the green-room of these banking-houses, negotia- 
ting, in anticipation of the appropriation of this 
Congress, a\ mortgage upon the right to shave 
you and Mexico. That is the truth about it; and 
wher the revelations of the iniquitous chambers of 
these bankers is made known, it will be so pub- 
lished. We were told Jast year, by the honorable 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and he has repeated in substance the same decla- 
ration here to-night, that the Secretary of State 
has made an informal contract—an informal cor- 
tract anticipating the obligation by more than a 
year, and anticipating the action of this body to 
laying the foundation for it. If that was so, it 
would be a sufficient reason with me to suspect 
the honesty of the transaction. But it is said by 
the honorable chairman of the Committee of Ways 
and Mean&, that we have no power to pay this 
money directly to Mexico. And why? Why, 
torsooth, because the indebtedness of this Govern- 
ment to Mexico was negotiated by virtue of a 
treaty—because it requires a treaty to make the 
pee or to alter tt. And he comes here 
racked in this opinion by high authority—an au- 
thority really that | would not presume to gainsay, 
ina case where he was not a party himself; but I 
regard him in that licht here. From what little 
law reading I have been able to acquire in a brief 
and backwoods education, I have always supposed 
that whatever your contract is, and however 
made between the parties, that contemplate the 
liquidation of the indebtedness, the payment of 
that debt to a party in the contract, is the satis- 
faction of it. But, lo! and behold! the learned 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
has discovered, and the Secretary of State has 
condescended to indorse the opinion, that you 
cannot pay a debt to a creditor without you pay 
it in totidem verbis as thr treaty provides; that the 
consummation of the discharge of the debt is not 
in making the payment; and that the receipt of the 
money is not a discharge of the indebtedness! 
Now | submit to the common sense of this com- 
mittee, and to every member in this Hall, whether 
the acquittal of the Government of Mexico through 
her financial agent is not an estoppel upon that 
Government in the claims against this Govern- 
ment? Why if it be not so, we never can dis- 
charge the debt in the world. If she has not the 
power to —— the indebtedness when the pay- 
ment is made, our debt will never be discharged 
in whatever form you pay it. Sir, the honorable 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
was kind enough to bring me into a disparaging 


| comparison, as a legal gentleman, with somebod 


whom he named on another occasion. Now, if 


| there is a county clerk, within the precincts of 


or 
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Ohio, that has not instinct enough, independent of | them to shave Mexico. Why, sir, the history 


legal learning, to teach him, that the man to whom 
the debt is due may discharge that indebtedness, 
he ought to be thrown over the bar. 
laughter. | 
is brought in here for the purpose of building up 
between the honest and faithful discharge of a 
debt, a technical, arbitrary, metaphysical abstrac- 
tion, which amounts to nothing at all, and is not 


creditable to anybody, not even to the learned | 
und august chairman of the Committee of Ways | 


and Means. [Great laughter. ] 
But there is another — to which I wish to re- 
fer. The chairman o 


tells you that it is true that the Barings have 


shaved Mexico on this mney to the tune of one | 
; that it is true the | 


and a half per cent. per mont 
Barings have made out of the Government of 


Mexico eighteen per cent. per year upon the cred- || 
it of this nation; but very consolingly and self- | 
satisfactorily my learned friend says: ‘* What | 
have we to do with the shaving?’’ ‘* What have | 
we to do with it, supposing they have shaved | 
Mexico ?”’ ** What business is it,to the American | 


Congress ?’? « Well, now, I can answer themorale 
of that argument, in supposing another case. I 
will suppose a man, ae furnishes tools to a 
burglar to break into his neighbor’s house, and the 
burglar does it. I will suppose that the victim of 
the burglary appeals to the man who furnished the 


tools to break into the house, and then I will sup- | 


»ose that he stands back and says: ** What have 
to do with it? I did not break into your house. 


goods? 


it. That is all, The tools have no moral agency 


in the matter; they could not think; they could | 


not will; they had not any criminal scientie.’’ 


Well, now, L ask this committee if the action of | 


this Congress, in furnishing to the British bank- 
ing-house materials for extorting the substance 
from a poor, weak, down-trodden, struggling Re- 
public, 18 not just as bad as that of the man who 
furnished the 
bor? 

Mr. KING, of New Jersey, (interposing) said: 
If the gentleman will allow me to interrupt him, I 


wish to ask, how far the gentleman’s argument will || 


apply, when he is informed that, though the ap- 
propriation was made six months ago, and though 
the contractors took the contract six months ago, 
they have not as yet touched one dollar of the 
money? 

Mr. CARTTER. That makes the case worse. 
{Roars of laughter.] 

Mr. KING. They have not touched a do'lar. 

Mr. ASHMUN. Will the gentleman let me 
ask him one question? 

Mr. CARTTER. Let me answer the question 
of the gentleman from New Jersey first. The em- 
ployment of the Barings to negotiate the pay- 
ment of this debt, with the appropriation that fol- 
lowed it, gave them a marketable character in 
Mexico, and this character constitutes nineteen 
twentieths of the credit of bankers everywhere. 


Sir, a banking character is as pure a fiction as | 


though it was blown up with wind, [Roars of 
laaghter.] We stand in the same relation to this 
house, in furnishing them with a character in this 


transaction, that theman does, who sits down and | 


indorses a rascal for an honest man to his neigh- 
bor. 

Mr. ASHMUN. NowlI want to ask my friend 
from Ohio, who is one of the best Americans living, 


and not only one of the best Americans, but one | 
of the best Christians in the world, how much bet- | 


ter would it be ifthe Barings did not pay this 
money, but supposing that the gentleman from 


New York [Mr. Brooxs] accomplishes his pur- | 


pose, and a British Jew pays it? 

Mr. CARTTER,. Nota bit better. I have al- 
ready told the gentleman that I look upon this fight 
as an edition of the Kilkenny cat fight. [Laugh- 
ter. 
Nicktege overa gambling table. This is my an- 
swer; and [hold no more sympathy with the Roths- 
childs than with the Barings in reference to it. 
That is not the 
ter. I wish this 
sire and expressed wish of a neighboring and 
friendly Republic, in making the payment of this 
claim, imstead of casting it into. the ‘hands of a 
British house of bankers for the purpose of enabling 


ties engaged in it, 
[Roars of | 
It is all gas, [renewed laughter,] and | 


the Committee of Ways || 
and Means comes forward here, and very gravely | 





‘ | sentiment of this House, if that is fair? 
What is it to me how much he has stolen of your || 
[ only furnished him with the tools to do | 





urglar with tools to rob his neigh- || i 
| the negotiation of last year and the current nego- 





| any such elevation. 





1 look upon it as I would apes a fight of 


int I wish to press in this mat- | 
rent honestly to consult the de- 


of this transaction is a curiosity, and all the par- 
Sir we are getting into fine 
times with Great Britain, taking it all round, 
{Laughter.] You will find the Secretary of State 
drinking wine with his lordship the minister plen- 
ipotentiary from Great Britain, and cracking him 
up as a very great man, and of very strong material, 
and that his mistress is the greatest man alive in 
petticoats. [Roars oflaughter.}] And you will find 
as a pro quo to the quid, this minister turning round 
and telling ‘‘ the godlike,”’ at every supper table, 
what a great man he is. [Laughter.} And you 
will find my Lord Lowell repeating the same 
thing on the other side of the Atlantic, and telling 
them what a great people it is, and what an im- 
portant consideration ‘‘ blood ’’ is, and ‘‘title,”’ 
and all that sort of thing. And you will find a Brit- 
ish house of bankers doing our own financiering 
for us. Well, now, I do not want to see this state 
of things. My own.opinion is, that this Govern- 
ment is capable of making a little payment of three 
millions dollars to an adjoining Republic upon our 
own continent in our own simple, unsophisticated 
way. We have got the money. The Treasury 
is here. The creditor comes to the door of your 
vault. Heasks you not to pay him, but to ac- 
commodate him in anticipating the payment for a 

ear. And you turn round from that creditor in 
cs wants and deliver him over to the tender mer- 
cies of an old, hardened, soulless company of 
bankers, to devour him at the rate of eighteen per 
cent. [Laughter.]) Now, I ask the republican 
But even 
if you take the question as a mere per cent. ques- 
tion, which I utterly repudiate, for I would rather 
take this money to the door of the Mexican Gov- 
ernment, and pay it as one of the Representatives of 
the people, laying it down and relieving them of 
their distress, at ten per cent, sacrifice to this Gov- 
ernment than to follow the tortuous and indirect 
course of negotiating it through a British banking- 
house, with a profit of ten per cent. to the Govern- 
ment. ‘That is my sentiment. But if you regard 
it in a purely per cent. view you will perceive that 


tiation is done at two per cent. disadvantage to our 
Government, and at eighteen per cent., more or 
less, disadvantage to the Mexican. Now, sir, 
I have said what I wanted to say upon this sub- 
ject, and I hope that my friend Bayty, the chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means, will 


| not call me to account for these learned opinions, 


for I never expect ta be a member of the Supreme 
Bench of the United States. I do not aspire to 


tic opinion is, that the creditor has a right to re- 
ceive this money, and can execute an acquittal for 
it. Now, that isa kind of simple idea I have got, 
and Daniel Webster cannot shake it out of me, 
nor the chairman of the Committee of Ways and 
Means either; for I have been brought up that 
way, and it can’t be whipped out of me nohow! 
[Great laughter. 

Mr. TOOMBS made some remarks upon the 


| bill, which will be published in the Appendix. 


Mr. VINTON said: Mr. Chairman, the gen- 


ays and 
Means, bases his objection to this bill upon the 
ground, that the Secretary of State has made a 
contract for the payment of this money before an 


| appropriation for its payment had been made by 


Congress. He also says, that the late Secretary 
of State, Mr. Clayton, was of the opinion, that the 
Secretary of State had no authority to make such 
contract until an na was made; and it 
is in consequence of that declaration, which, if cor- 
rect, would carry an impeachment of the conduct 
of the present Secretary of State in making this 
contract, that I have been induced to say a word 
upon this subject. This question, whether the 
Secretary of State has a righ to make a contract 
for the payment of this money before an appro- 
priation was made by Congress, was settled under 
a former Administration, It was settled under Mr. 
Polk’s administration, before ever this Administra- 
tion had been called upon to settle it. Four sessions 

0, when I was put at the head of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, among the first things that 
I was informed by the Secretary of the Treasury 
was, that they had made a contract for the payment 


of the first installment with one of the parties to the |! | 
‘contract for the payment of the installment which || cisely what they had 


BE. 


1] an 


Sut my unsophisticated rus- | 1 t ' 
|. to make it. In this state of waraghs General Tay- 





Feb. 25, 


ee 


we are now appropriating. The contrac 
| made by the Secretary of The Treasury, the ba 
_ Administration having imposed on the’ Secreta, 

of the Treasury, the financial officer of the Got 
ernment, the duty of taking charge of th» matte, 
_ Mr. Walker having made a contract for the pay. 
_ ment of the first installment before Congress assem. 
| bled, he desired that I would, as soon as | could 
get a bill through Congress providing for the pay. 
|ment of that installment. Mr. Walker at tha: 
_ time satisfied me perfectly that the policy of ma. 
_ king the contract before an appropriation was made 
_ by Congress was entirely correct, and for the bey. 
okt of the United States, and for reasons like those 
given by the gentleman from Georgia, [\M,; 
_'Toomps,| that if the contract was not made before 
| the appropriation, there was little probability tha, 
| an appropriation would be made in time to make 
_ judicious arrangements to pay the installment jy 
| Mexico; and that if $3,000,000 were sent into t). 


|| city of Mexico to he sold at once, in all probabil. 


| ity, instead of their being able to sell their bills a; 
a premium, there would be an actual loss to the eo). 
| tractors. It was upon these grounds, and, as | 


| thought, very proper grounds, that the Secretary 


| of the Treasury, Mr. Walker, had made a cop. 
| tract for the payment of the first installment before 
appropriation was made by Congress. The 
| Whig party had then a majority in the House, | 
heard no objection upon this floor at that time to 
the measure, and gentlemen here, who were mem- 
| bers of this body at that time, very well knew thar 
no objection was made by me to the course of pol- 
| icy recommended then. I thought it a meritorious 
act on the part of Mr. Woiker, bases he got bet- 
j oor terms than he could have obtained had he 
waited until an appropriation could have been 
| made. 
| Well, sir, it seems that before the death of Gen- 
eral Taylor, the late Secretary of State (Mr. Clay- 
| ton) had entered into a negotiation with the parties 
| of whom the gentleman from New York [Mr, 
Brooks] has spoken. Instead of Mr. Clayton 
| being opposed to enter into a contract, upon the 
Fround that he had no authority to do it—that the 
| Executive had no authority—he states, in the very 


| letter referred to by the gentleman, which is here 


| before me, that he received proposals from these 
| parties; but on mentioning the subject to General 
Taylor, he said that he should not bind himself by 

any agreement until Congress had made an appro- 
peat not because he had not the power, bu 
because General Taylor thought it was good pol- 
_icy not to bind himself. It was upon these grounds 
| that General Taylor declined to enter into a con- 

tract, and not that the Executive had not authority 


| lor died. The parties who made these proposi- 





| been offered b 
tleman from New York, [Mr. Brooxs,] who is | 
| also a member of the Committee of 


| tions to Mr. Clayton having in the mean time 
| withdrawn their propositions, nothing remained 
| in the office of the Secretary of State as evidence 
of any such negotiation. The remarks of the gen- 
_teman from New York, [Mr. Brooxs,] which 
seem to me to raise an imputation against the 
_ present Secretary of State—that he had made this 
| contract with these parties when better terms had 
others—are fully met and ex- 
plained away this fact. If he had made the 
_contract with a knowledge and belief that better 
| terms could be obtained, it would be a proper sub- 
| ject of reflection upon that officer; but so far from 
that, Mr. Clayton, in a letter to Mr, Bullard, in 





| 


speaking of that subject, says: 

“Mr. Webster was not informed of this proposition by 
| me, as we happened not to have conversed on the subject; 
| at least I have no recollection of having spoken about it to 
| him. Indeed, while I remained at Washington, I did not 

learn that Mr. Marks had succeeded in any negotiation wilh 
| Mexico about the matter.”’ 
| Thus it will be seen that Mr, Clayton says 
that Mr. Webster had no knowledge of it, and 
that he had no recollection of having spoken to 
| Mr. Webster on the subject, or informed him that 
such a proposition was made. These propos 
tions having been withdrawn before Mr. W ebster 
| came into officephe made the contract without aty 
knowledge of what had been previously done, so far 
as the records of the Department of State show, 
and so far as is shown by Mr. Clayton’s letter. 
| A word now as to the authority to make this 
‘contract. He had the authority and precedent 


of a preceding Administration. Mr. Polk and 
He mere- 
followed in their, footsteps, and he did pre- 
done, no more and no less. 


his administration settled that question. 
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4s I have already stated, no blame is to be at- 
tached to the last Administration. I think they 
are entitled to praise in making a contract under 
circumstances and ata time whie a enabled the Gov- 
ernment to make better terms in making provision 
forthe paymentof this installment than they would 
have obtained if they had waited for the action of 
Congress. Thesame thing is true of this. Why, 
if the contract is made in advance, giving the par- 
ties full time to transfer the money to Mexico, it 
is to be presumed the Government has got better 
terms than if they had waited until an appropria- 
tion were made. Besides, the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Brooks] complains that we are 
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ment are so ignorant as not to know that this 

House has no right to change the treaty stipula- 

tions entered into between our Government and 

that of Mexico. All know that, without being re- 
minded of it by these gentlemen. 

But, sir, that part of the treaty requiring us to 

y $12,000,000 to Mexico, in the city of Mexico, 

rings up this fact to the consideration of every 

| rational mind: What instrumentalities and means 


collect money in specie and send an agent there 
| with it? 
and their agents, or other instrumentalities there, 


| 
making an appropriation now for an installment || by whom we can make payment according to the 
| 


| 
to be paid in 1852. As has been already stated | 
by others, the appropriations of 1852 are now to 
be made. That is the business we now have.in | 
hand. 
long session, I venture to predict that if we do not 
provide an appropriation for the payment of this 


treaty? This is the whole question. It is not 
whether we shall pay the money at the city of 
Washington—it is not whether it would be better 


| 
| 

More than that, the next session being a to pay it through the Rothschilds or the Barings. 
| 


But it is this. 


Under the former appropriation 
bills, three installments have been paid. 


We 


installment at the present session, and if the expe- |! now find by facts brought to light, and we shall 


rience of the past is to be any guide in judging of 
the future, no appropriation can be had in time at 
the next Congress to meet this installment. In 
a long session of Congress, the deficiency bill 
will not be likely to get through before April or 
June. I think we did not get through the defi- | 
ciency bill at the last session until some time in 
July; and the next. session being a long one, we | 
shall not very likely get through the deficiency | 
bill any earlier than we did last year; and if this 
event happens, the Government would be dishon- | 
ored by the day of payment having gone past some | 
two or three months Lofors the appropriation was 
made. It is to prevent a delinquency of this sort | 
that this appropriation is asked for at this time. 
The gentleman from New York [Mr. Brooks] 
is mistaken in another thing. He seems to think 
that if this money is appropriated, the contractors 
for this installment will have this money for these 
eighteen months to use for their own benefit. Far 
from that. If this money is me ex now, the | 
Executive has no right to touch a dollar of it until | 
the next fiscal year commences. | 
| 





Mr. BROOKS, (interposing.) What I said was 
that the contractors had not the use of the money, 
but the credit of the United States. || 

Mr. VINTON. What have we to do with || 
that? Does it cost us anything? j 
Executive cannot pay them a dollar of this money 
until the next fiscal year opens. 
sequence of a contract with us, have credit in Mex- 
ico, what injury is that to us? If the contract | 
were given to anybody else, and even if the con- 
tract was put under bid, would not the contractors 
have the same advantage precisely? It comes to 
this, then: here is a bill that is reported in the pre- 
cise form in which the other bills have been re- 
ported and passed—two of them under the last 
Administration, and one under this—and an at- 
tempt is now made to introduce a radical change 
in this. Now, sir, I am satisfied that we should 
go on and pass this bill, as we have passed the 
other bills, and follow the precedent given us by 
General Taylor’s administration, as well as that of | 


| 


Mr. Polk’s, and pass this bill as brought forward || 


by the Committee of Ways and Means, and leave 
it exclusively to the proper officers to pay the 
money, as it is their duty todo. If they do not 
perform their duty wisely, let us call them to an 
account, 

Mr. GREEN. There seems to be a misappre- 
hension in this committee with regard to the char- 
acter of the amendment proposed by the gentleman | 
from New York, (Mr. Brooxs.] I say, there seems 
to be very great misapprehension as to thecharacter | 
of thatamendment. The chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, [Mr. Bay y,] the gentleman 
from Georgia, [Mr. Toomps,] the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. Viwron,} and others who have spoken, 
have attacked the position taken in that amend- 
ment. In the arguments they have made, and the 
positions they have maintained, they have con- 
tended that the effect of the amendment was cal- 
culated to jeopardize the interests of the United 
States. They make their ments as though it 
contemplated a violation of the treaty—as though 
it were an attempt to break down the treaty and 
Violate it in some particular, but in what they have 
hot taken the trouble to designate. It isa gross mis- 
apprehension, as I think, hat the amendment of- 
fered here, contemplates any violation of the treaty. 
Gentlemen may state what they think proper, but 





| do great injustice to ourselves if we shut our eyes 


to the light, that there can be a saving of $50,000 
to $75,000 or $100,000, if you adopt the amend- 


ment of the gentleman from New York, [Mr. | 


Brooks. 

Mr. VINTON (interposing) made some inquiry 
and a brief statement, which was quite inaudible 
at the Reporter’s desk. 

Mr. GREEN, (resuming.) Mr. Chairman, the 
character of the opposition to this amendment be- 
gins to unfold and develop itself. They claim a 
vested right by virtue of the contract of the Sec- 
retary of State. That is the cause of the opposi- 
tion. It is not a violation of the treaty which in- 
duces them to oppose this amendment. 
manner in which the Government is to employ 


to the gentleman’s inquiry. I will answer it di- 


means for the transportation of the money. Now | 


| 


shall be employed to get money there? Shall we | 


Or shall we employ banking-houses, | 


It is the | 


rectly, without any equivocation, that the pretended | 


contract has no more validity, no more binding | 


force than an idle verbal declaration made by Sec- 
retary Cayton before he left the nd 
neither in law or equity. But it has 

that the question has been settled by Mr. Polk’s 
administration. Why, sir, I have ever been con- 
sidered by my enemies as a warm party man, but 
I have never been so much a party man as to ad- 


Why, sir, the } vocate what I believed to be wrong, even if Mr. 


Polk had approved of the measure. But I do not 


If they, in con- || believe Mr. Polk ever approved of making con- 


tracts before the law was passed to authorize it. 
Such, however, is done by the Secretary of State 
in this instance, and I hold all such pretended con- 
tracts null and void. 
| Mr. BURT, (interposing.) If the gentleman 
| from Missouri [Mr. Green] will allow me, I 
would like to make an inquiry for my information. 
T understood from the remarks of the gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Vinron,] that the Secretary of 
the Treasury paid the first installment of the debt 
due to Mexico. Is that so? 

Mr. GREEN. Yes, that is the case. 

Mr. BURT. I desire my friend from Missouri, 
if he possesses the information, to say to the 
committee how it came that the Secretary of State 
| became the disbursing officer of the Government 

in this transaction. 
Mr. BAYLY. With the permission of the 
gentleman from Missouri, I wil answer the ques- 
_ tion explicitly. Under General Taylor’s adminis- 
tration, so far from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
who was then Mr. Meredith, and the Secretary 
of State, Mr. Clayton, either desiring to negotiate 
this matter, they both insisted that it did not be- 
long to them. Bach of them tried to avoid pre- 
cisely the scene that we have before us. It was 
made a matter of Cabinet consultation, and in ma- 
king it such, they decided that it belonged to the 
Secretary of State. I know this to be so, and [ 
speak authoritatively that such were the facts. 

Mr. BURT. Will the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. sitet Set me to inquire whether 
| that conference of the members of the Cabinet was 
| held under the late or the present Administration ? 
|. Mr. BAYLY. Under General Taylor’s admin- 
istration. When the present Administration came 
in, they carried out the decision of the former 





| Cabinet. 
| Mr.GREEN. These inquiries are, to some 


extent, immaterial. It is true that one would be 
apt to imagine that the Secretary of the Treasury 


een said | 
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they cannot suppose that the friends of this amend- || ment, to whom all the payments should be made 
‘| and drawn from the Treasury. 








y- It seems that he 
| was the proper officer. But be thatas it may, I 
| do not think it necessary to stop and inquire 
whether the Secretary of the Treasury or Secre- 
tary of State should interfere in the matter; but I 
do take this position, that when he has no funds 
in hand appropriated by Congress—when he has 
no control of the money—your laws impose upon 
him no duty of making a contract in reference to 
that treaty; and if made, the act is a nullity. 
The point has been made here, on both sides of 
| the Sours, that the Representatives of the people 
| are compelled to make an appropriation. ‘There 
are State-rights men who even deny the absolute 
/ and necessary obligation, after a treaty is ratified, 
to make the appropriation necessary to carry 
the treaty into effect. Now, ifit be true that it be 
|a discretionary power with the House, under 

whose charge the money of the Treasury lies—if 

it be a matter of discretion, of sound policy and 
| judgment with them whether they will carry the 
treaty into effect, how dare the executive officer 
make a contract for the enforcement of its execu- 
tion before the appropriation ? 

Mr. HOLMES, (interposing.) However doubt- 
| ful it might be held by the Federal or Democratic 
party about carrying the treaty into execution, it 
is one of money-m&king power by which two 
thirds of the treaties have been carried into effect. 
How, then, will this amendment apply, when the 
treaty has been already carried out by two obliga- 
tions which have been met by Congress ? 

Mr. GREEN. I understand it perfectly well. 
Iam not referring to the past, but looking forward 
| to the next installment not yetappropriated. My 
argument has gone, about as arguments generally 
| go, to which that gentleman replies. 

Sir, whether the treaty be ‘obligatory* or not, 
| good faith requires us to make these appropri- 
ations; and good faith requires us to make the ap- 
propriations in time to meet the payment according 
| to the stipulations of the treaty. That duty we 
are now about to perform; and before this thing ts 
done, before an appropriation is made, how dare 
the Secretary of State, the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, the President, or anybody else, make con- 


| tracts, depending alone on the action of Congress 


| making appropriations? The Constitution says, 
** No money shall be drawn from the Treasury 
| but in pursuance of appropriations made by law,” 
| and yet, before that is done by law, the Secretary 
of State usurps the power to make contracts con- 
cerning its disposition. 
| Suppose we be unable to raise the $3,000,000 
to meet our treaty stipulation, and under this pre- 
| tended contract and these pretended vested rights 
held by these gentlemen to whom the contract has 
been illegally promised, if we should be unable to 
| furnish the means to meet the stipulation, I pre- 
| sume that they would insist upon the right of the 
| contractor to claim damages of Government, 
| although the contract was made when no appro- 
priation was made, and when no funds were in 
| the Treasury. I call upon gentlemen here to 
| state, if they can—I call upon the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways ai Means, [Mr. Bay ty,} 
| the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Vinron,] the gen- 
} tleman from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,} to state, if 
| they can, by authority, and show the binding 
| contract entered into by Mr. Webster, or anybody 
else, for this payment. I charge that there is 
| none binding in law, because if made at all, it was 
made without authority, and therefore the ques- 
| tion is open for us to consider the mode of pay- 
| ment that will best accommodate Mexico, and 
best protect the interests of our own Government, 

Mr. TOOMBS (interrupting) said: I have sta- 
ted that I have looked into no such contract, nor 
do I intend to. 

Mr. GREEN, (resuming.) Thatis right. But 
| the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Viwton] stands in 
| a different attitude. He relies upon the contract, 
|The gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Toomps,]} 
denying the validity of such contract, prefers 
| leaving it to the discretion of the executive officer, 


‘| and hold him em for the manner in whieh 


| the law is carried out. Now, there may be dif- 
ferent opinions as to the propriety of this or that, 
| or the other course, in carrying out the treaty, 
but this is a matter in which we are bound to in- 
| terfere to prevent wrongs and losses. Congress 
has the supervisory power, and we neglect our 


was the proper disbursing officer of the Govern- || duty simply to leave the matter to the executive 
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oficer, and ‘hold that officer responsible for the 
manner in which that duty is performed. Espe- 
cially so when we know the executive officer will 
subject us to a loss of $100,000. If you make an 
appropriation even for building a custom-house, 
or when appropriations are made by Congress for 
any purposes whatever, it is not left to the ex- 
ecutive officer to carry out and extend those ap- 
propriations according to his diseretion. You re- 
quire him to accept the lowest terms and best bid, 
in order to protect the Government from loss and 
extravagance. You want to throw in checks and 
guards for every appropriation made ly Congress, | 
instead of leaving it. wholly to the diseretion of 
the disbursing officer, the executive officer who 
xets under that appropriation. You throw in 
every check and guard that you can, and you 
thereby show that you are watchful guardians of 
the public Treasury, worthy of the trust which 
has om committed to you by your constituents. 
Why, then, should we depart from that uniform 
rule in this instance? Is itan impeaehment of the 
President todo it?) By nomeans. No mancourts 
unnecessary responsibility. Noman desires such 
a vast field of discretion without any checks. A 
man prefers rather, on the contrary, that the body 
which is responsible for the money shall indicate 
its will in a specific manner, if possible. It is the | 
desire of every honest Administration; and I 


have seen no cause whatever for believing that the || 


present Administration would desire such a thing 
as this responsibility without the proper checks. 
No, sir, there is no valid contract; and when | 
challenge these gentlemen to produce it, and they 
cannot, but some of them admit there is none, | 
expect they will no longer rally upon vested 
rights and claim the contract for the Administra- 
tion, 

There are, Mr. Chairman, certain facts before 
our minds connected with this subject, which | 
cannot forget. Although there is no binding con- 
tract, there is an understanding; and if we now 
reject this amendment, as the attention of the com- 
mittee has been called to it, the Secretary of State 
will take our action as an indorsement of that 
understanding. If we vote down that amendment 
he will say—I must go on and carry out this un- 
derstanding, and carry out this arrangement which 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vinton] calls a 
contract, but which the gentleman from Georgia 
{Mr. ‘Toomas] says is no contract. They know 
that our attention has been called to the subject. 
Mr. Webster knows that we are aware of this 
understanding and arrangement, and if .we repu- | 
diate everything else except this prior arrange- 
iment, he will take it as an indorsement of that 
arrangement, and he will say that we sanction his 
course. Hence it brings up this inquiry: is it the 
interest of the Government to adopt the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from New York, |Mr. 
Brooxs,] or to pass that amendment sanctioning 
the manner in which the indemnity has been paid? 
This amendment has nothing to do with Mr. 
Rothschild, or with any banking-house. This 
amendment contemplates a contract with no man, 
with no banking-house, either that of Mr. A, B, 
or C, When gentlemen try to destroy the amend- 
ment by connecting with it the name of Roths- 
child, they are doing a great injustice to the prin- 
ciple of the amendment. What does itsay? As 
I am satisfied that this committee, from the 
speeches which have been already made, misun- 
derstand its nature, I desire the Clerk to read it: 


“And that the President be directed as in case of loans 
for the United States to advertise and receive proposals to 
contract for the payment of the said installment through the 
highest responsible bidder.”’ 

Mark the phraseology. How much discretion 
is to be left with the officer; and all we ask.is, that 
the bidder must be a responsible one. Who. 
judges of the responsibility? Let me answer, that 
he who judges of the meapenrality of the agent, 
and who makes the payment under the amend- 
ment, or under the bill without the amendment, 
is one and the same person. The securities are 
to be the same in every respect. The Secretary 
is as capable of judging responsibility in one case 
as weil as in the other. The Government will be 


just as safe, and we know from offers already || 


made, that we can save in the Treasury about | 
$100,000 by adopting this amendment. Then || 
why not doso? Why should we throw away || 
that large amount of money—not our own money, | 
but money belouging to our constituents? The 








TH 


evidence is before us, and the country will prop- 


tees, will be in the market, and the Government 
will save from $50,000 to $100,000, at a moderate 


| which I believe to be right. 


| ter ought to be respectfully consulted. 


| of the gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. Burt, | 


| qualifications may be of an entirely opposite char- 


| the Cabinet of the late President, by whom the 


| State. 


I a —— 





erly hold us responsible if we reject it, and thereby 


'| squander the funds of the Treasury. | 

The reason why the gentleman from New York | 
,{Mr. Brooks] brought in the letter of Mr. Roths- || 
' child, was to show that the present terms, under | 


this arrangement with the Secretary, were not 
the best for the Government. The amendment 
will leave them in open market, until the best | 
terms can be procured. I venture the assertion, | 


| that the same men who propose this payment will 


come down at least one per cent., and save the 
Government some $80,000 or $100,000. If you 
adopt this amendment, in all human probability 
the identical same men who made the former pay- 
ment, with the same securities, the same guaran - 


calculation. Reference was made to the fact that 
as safe terms could not be made with other agents. 
But the Secretary could and would refuse to ac- 
cept of any such proposition, unless it comes up 
to the full measure of responsibility, of which the | 
Kxecutive Government is to be the judge; and it 


is undeniable that Rothschilds are as responsible | 


as any in the world; that they have paid for this | 


Government large amounts, and that they, as well \ 


as Others, will take this job-at rates that will save 
besides $100,000. I have given my views upon 
this question as much as | deem necessary. ‘There 
was, it will be remembered by the committee, at 
one time a proposition to pay the Mexican Gov- | 
ernment in this city. Whether that be so, I will 
not stop to inquire. In conelusion, let me say, 
that I intend to support that principle in this case 


how is this payment to be made? Itis whether 
he who makes payment shall be one particular 


| individual! selected, or whether it shall be let to || 
'| him who will be safest to the Government, and | 


who will save us the largestamount of money. I | 
hope that such a proposition may be adopted, 
which will prove most conducive to the interests 
of the Government; and 1 know by adopting this 
amendment, we violate no legal contraet; we ob- 
tain the safest and best agents, and we save in 
actual cash a sum of money amounting at least to 
$100,000; and this, too, is done in a manner more | 
satisfactory to Mexico, whose wishes in the mat- | 


Mr. ALLEN suid, I am glad to hear the inquiry 


how it happened the payment of these installments 


was arranged by the Secretary of State, instead of | 
| the Secretary of the Treasury. 
| that in the negotiation of treaties, the State De- | 
| partment is the proper agent of the Government. | 
But when such negotiations are closed, and there | 
remains to be done nothing but the payment of 
money from the Treasury, it would seem that the | 
| discharge of that duty properly belongs to the head | 
of the ‘Treasury Department. 


I know very well 


if Lam right in assuming that position, I am 
opposed to any transfer of official duty from the | 
officer who is presumed to be selected for his fit- 
ness to take charge of the pecuniary concerns 
of the Government, to another functionary whose 


acter. I have heard no reason assigned for a de- 
parture from that mode of proceeding, which 
clearly appears to be fit and proper, except the 
statement that the subject had been considered in 


duty had been devolved upon the late Secretary of 
However that may be, Mr. Clayton de- 
clined to interfere with the business of the ‘Trea- 


sury, and refused to enter into any negotiations | 
But it so happened that soon after | 
| the appointment of the present Secretary of State, | 
that officer assumed the whole business of arrang- | 
ing the payments which were due by treaty to | 


respecting it. 


Mexico. I will not say that within three days 
from the induction of the Secretary into office, 
Messrs. Corcoran & Riggs were assured of the 
profitable job of disbursing the immense sums of 
money which were to be paid to Mexico, but be- | 
lieve that the negotiation was completed with very 

remarkable promptitude, and to the exclusion of 
all competition. 

I know of nothing in the transaction which 
tends to implicate Corcoran & Riggs, or any | 
other bankers whose names have heen mentioned | 
in this transaction. I see nothing dishonorable or | 
improper in them. ‘There is nothing on their part, 
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so far as this transaction 


| has arisen here and said them, I do it. 


The question is, || 
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L is concerned, which dif. 
fers from the ordinary course of business. 1t js not 
because I an anything improper to these 
bankers, that I have alluded to this subject, \,y, 
because the business ought to have been transacted 
by the Secretary of the Treasury. If it is neces. 
sary that the business should be transacted |, 
means of bankers, I can see no objection to \ 
But it is certainly a very dangerous experiment ,, 
take this matter trom the hands of that Officer why 
is selected, or who is presumed to be selected, fi, 
his fitness to perform the duties of that office, anq 
place it in the hands of another, selected for », 
such qualifications. 

But, sir, I have a further objection against thi, 
transfer of duties, which I shall now bring fy. 
ward. 

. his business of negotiating means for carryjy> 





| out pecuniary concerns with a foreign Governniey; 


has been spoken of as a matter of great delicacy 
But it becomes a matter of greater delicacy, wh¢, 
the Secretary of State, without any reason, assumes 
upon himself the direction of these matters, Now, 
among all the men connected with the Govyerp. 
ment, he is the most exceptionable man to hays 
any transactions of a pecuniary concern wit) 
bankers and brokers; he, who holds his place as 


| Secretary of State less as a servant and stipendiary 


of theGovernment, than a servant and stipendiary 
of bankers and brokers. F 

Sir, I speak these things with reluctance, but they 
should be said by somebody, and as no gentleman 
1 speak of 
facts which are notorious, as notorious in New York 
and Boston, if not in this city, as any other trans- 
action in the recent history of the country. The 
Secretary of State comes here, not for the com- 
pensation which the laws of your Governmen: 
allow to that officer as a remuneration for his ser- 


| vices, but he comes here for a much higher com- 


pensation—with far greater pecuniary inducements 
furnished him—and furnished him by the bankers 
of Wall street, and State street. 

Now, I repeat, that it is a fact which is not only 
notorious in Boston, but in the whole country, 
that when that gentleman was called upon to take 
the office of Secretary of State—a position which 
he now holds—and to receive for pay a compen- 
sation which the Government deems sufficient for 
the frugal support of the officers who shall be 
called to perform the duties of that office—he en- 
tered into an arrangement, by which it was agreed 
that a large sum of money should be raised for 
him, as an inducement to assume his present 

osition. Twenty-five thousand dollars was to 

e raised in Boston, as the final result of that 
arrangement, and the like .sum in the city of 
New York. I have it from authority which can- 
not be doubted, that such an arrangement, 
proceeding from the suggestion of the Secre- 
tary himself, was actually made; and [ have 
most satisfactory reasons for believing that the 
arrangement was actually carried out by the rais- 
ing of $25,000 in New York, and about $20,000 
in Boston. 

I believe there are men within the sound of my 
voice who can sustain me in these assertions. | 
believe there are persons within this Hall who 
have some particular information upon this very 
subject. 

Now, sir, Ido not know how the fact strikes 
the House that the highest officer in your Govern- 
ment, with the exception of the President, should 
take office upon the understanding and _ induce- 
ment of receiving large sums of money from a cer- 
tain description of men doing business in our 
cities. Ido not know with what degree of appre- 
hension gentlemen may regard the influences 
which such a state of things must throw around 
the official stipendiary. ‘ 

There was a time in the earlier and purer days 
of the Republic, when no party could have bee 
found which would not condemn the transaction, 
regardless of the man, or of the official influenc: 
he might. possess in the Government. And will 
parties in this House approve or palliate it? Has 
the Whig party so far leaseumeel from its pro- 
fessed character at a former period that it will 
seek to.conceal or openly vindicate the dangerous 
abuse? ’ 

But, sir, however it may be with the Whig 
party, let me cast my eye for a moment upon the 
other side of the House. I desire to know 10 


what light .euch arrangements are regarded by 
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the Demoeratie party. 

arty 1S, 
myofeesion and faith to regird this transaction 
with stern indignation. * Phere was a Brutus 
once that would have let the infernal devil hold 
his place in Rome aS soon as .a stipendiary of 
Wail street and State street. 

[ trust the members of the Democratic party 
will be disposed to probe this matter to the bot- 
have but exposed the surtace. They 
will then be able to determine how far it is expe- 
dient unnecessarily to place pecuniary negotia- 
tions of the Government, in the accomplishment of 
which fortunes are to be made by agents of the 
Government, in the hands of any man who stands 
not before the country In an attitude of independ- 
ence of those who wield the money power of the 
country. 

Mr. ASHMUN. It is accomplished! It is 
accomplished ! The purpose—the great, the sub- 
lime purpose—for which the Democracy and Free- 
Soilism of the Worcester district of Massachusetts 
united two years ago, is accomplished! It is de- 
veloped! Sur, great things were expected; a rep- 
utation, not small at home, was heralded here, 


tom. 


and the country, as well as this House, have hung | 


with anxiety, almost holding breath, to see for 
what purpose, for what great purpose that result, 
the election of my colleague, was ordained. We 
see it. Wesee it, sir. ‘The reputation which he 
had gained at home, and, as I have said, not a little 
one, has been gloriously illustrated to-day. We 
have waited for ten months of silence, during the 
last session, and until the sands of this have almost 
run out, when, for the first time, that reputation 
has been vindicated. That reputation, well known 
to the people of Massachusetts, has been triumph- 
antly vindicated. It has been illustrated in a 
manner that will be justified by the whole course 
of the life of the honorable member who represents 
that district. Sir, it was for the great principles 
of human liberty, for which he was sent here, as 
it was said, to do battle. It was he who was to 
roll back the tide of slavery, which is supposed to 
be crushing this Government, and who was to 
throw into the shade and eclipse by his super- 
human efforts in behalf of human liberty, all his 
colleagues, and all the men of the North; and to- 
night we see how he has vindicated the reputation 
which he eequired at home, and has illustrated the 
purpose for which he was sent here. 

Three or four elections have passed in his dis- 
trict, if I mistake not, since the honorable member 
took his seat here. 
among his constituents, and amongst all the friends 
of human liberty at the North, what has our friend 
from the Worcester district done? Echo answered, 
“Nothing yet. Wait awhile; we shall hear.”’ Sir, 
the wires, to-morrow, will carry them the response, 


. Divided and broken as || justification—arise and attempt, by these malig- 
I trust it retains enough of ancient || nant insinuations, to detract from the character of 
|| that man. 


What does it mean? Is there a con- 
| certed conspiracy which is developed in this at- 
tack? More than a week ago, | saw in a north- 
ern paper—the Boston Atlas, edited by a highly 
respectable gentleman—the letter of an anonymous 
correspondent from: this city, who said that there 
/was a member here who was in possession of 
facts which would accuse the Secretary of State of 
treason and of corruption—those were the words 
—and that he was about to offer a resolution of 
Anquiry into those charges. I have had that paper 


|} in my drawer for a week, waiting for the honor- 


, able member to introduce his resolution. He has 


|| been possessed of these facts which tend to im- 


| Mr. ALLEN. 


|peach and degrade Mr. Webster, for weeks— 
months, as | understand him, as he says here to- 
night. : 

That writer had no reference 
to me whatever. 

Mr. ASHMUN. Sir, the attack of this night jus- 
tifies the inference which I have drawn. If it was 
not the gentleman, it was a compeer, his confeder- 

ate, I care not which. Who the writer of that letter 


| is | do not know; he is an anonymous character. 


It will carry to them the response that all that he | 
has done—and it is a distinction which I hope no | 


other district in the State of Massachusetts will 
claim—has been this night’s attempt to defame one 
of its own citizens. Sir, the honor of every citizen 
of Massachusetts is dear to her. I enre not.what 
his condition in life may be, great or little, he is 
still a Massachusetts man, and it is a Massachu- 
setts man who has stood here to-night to attempt 
that defamation. My colleague is the first, and I 


trust the only one, that has had the eourage (I | 


do not speak of physical, but the malignant 


courage) to stand up here, and to attempt to dis- | 


grace a son of Massachusetts. Sir, the honorable 
member who has just taken his seat, speaks of 
the distinguished Secretary of State as eating the 
bread of the public. 
ber has sat at his board, and has eaten his bread 


|| not treated him with generosity? 


When that honorable mem- | 


and partaken of his salt, was he then studying | 


this speech and preparing to make this assault? 

Mr. ALLEN. Go on a little more freely. 

Mr. ASHMUN. I will go on. He admits, 
then, that he was doing it, sir. 
to attempt to vindicate the reputation of the Seere- 
tary of State That attempt would be vain and 
superfluous in me, and I will not make it. The 
country, the world will take care of the reputation 
of the Secretary of State. The world, and all fu- 
ture time will do it. Irise to do no such thing. 
I could not do it if I were to attempt it. His 
works have done it, and the world will cherish it 


Great inquiry has been made || 


But the language of that letter was the same as that 
/ employed by the gentleman here to-night. ‘There 
is a conspiracy, then! It is not one man alone. 
| There are two, three, and probably more engaged 
in this business. If it was not the gentleman be- 
fore me, who was it? Hestands up to-night and 
pretends to want an inquiry. Why, sir, for 
weeks it is said this resolution of inquiry has been 
in some member’s drawer—in his drawer or his 
confederate’s. For weeks it has been here known 
to these people that Mr. Webster was guilty of 
corruption, and of treason, as this writer says. 
I have listened every day, and there have been 
half a dozen since when it was in order to intro- 
duce the resolution, and I havedooked around this 
Hall to see who was the bold defamer that would 
dare to stand forth and put himself in the respon- 
sible situation of an accuser, and of offering a 
resolution charging upon Mr. Webster anything 
that would impeach his high integrity. He has 
been silent, until one of these late hours of the night 


|| at the close of the session, when no one cares to 


offer a resolution inquiring into any of the facts 
which he alleges, and then an honorable mem- 
| ber from the State of Massachusetts gets up, and 

without any other responsibility than his individ- 
| ual one—which I admit to be the same as that of 
everybody else—without offering a resolution to 
inquire into any of.the facts, in his characteristic 
manner, scatters over this land and over the 
world, insinuations intended for nothing else than 
to injure, cruelly wound, and degrade one of his 
, own fellow citizens. 

Now, sir, has that great man ever done him an 

injury? Has not the member experienced at the 
| hands of that gentleman marks of kindness? Are 
there not occasions which can be recalled by the 
suggestion which I make to him, that should make 
him weep at the injustice which he has done to this 
man ? 
which he has thrown out here 

Mr. ALLEN. Will you name the particular 
obligation I am under to Mr. Webster ? 

Mr. ASHMUN. Has not Mr. Webster ever 
treated the gentleman courteously? Is not that an 
obligation which he has never returned? Has he 

ls not that an 
obligation which he has never returned ? 
not ever done him justice? Is not that an obliga- 
tion which he has shown himself to be incapable 
of returning or appreciating? Sir, these may not 
be pecuniary obligations, but they are obligations 





| of which a gentleman and a man should be sensi- 
|| tive and sensible. But what are the charges which, 
|| by insinuation in the first place, and finally, by 


| 
| 
\ 


when my colleague and myself shall have passed | 


1} 


away. But, sir, 1 cannot be silent when I| hear 
a Massachusetts man here to-night—upon no 
provocation, upon no excuse, much less upon any 





I do not rise now |) 


working his courage up to the sticking point, by 
assertion, the gentleman has made against Mr. 
Webster? They are, sir, that certain gentlemen 
of Boston and gentlemen of New York, knowing 
of his pecuniary inabiljty to assume the responsi- 
ble position which he now holds, offered to con- 
tribute to bear in part the expenses and burdens of 


|| office, (great as we all know they are,) provided 
| that he would accept it. 


Was there anything be- 
yond that? Of even that.I aver, that so far as I 
am concerned—(and I am free to say, nay, sir, I 
am proud tosay that! have enjoyed the high honor 
of, an intimate intercourse wi 


OBE. 


| maligned as he has been to-night. 


nation owes, 


Sir, what is the amount of the suggestions 


Has he ' 
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, and L hold it among the proudestand richest enjoy- 
}ments of my lfe)—I say of what is alleged, I 


know nothing. Itmay beso. I do nottake issue 
with the gentleman on that point. If he knows 
ijee8O be it. L have nothing to .say at present in 


felation to the truth or falsity of the allegation. 
| But I put it to every honorable man if there be 
| anything in it, to the extent which that gentleman 
| has asserted, which would detract from the houer 


of Mr. Webster, supposing it be true that in gen- 
ergsity and justice (I say justice) to such a man, 
free trade and tariff men, merchants and mechanics, 
are disposed to make him presents in token of their 
high respect and regard. Sir, | wish my colleague 
could ever so command the feelings of his censtit- 
uents as to receive from them some evidence of this 
kind, of their personal consideration even, even 
while he fails to get their votes, trial after trial. If 
the facts be as stated by my colleague, is there any- 
thing in that to impeach Mr. W ebster’s integrity? 
But, sir, | am not going to argue that question. 
Let that member Who wants to charge corruption 
upon ‘Mr. Webster, be it my colléague or any 
other gentleman to whom the writer in the Basten 
ltlas refers, let that bold defamer stand forward, 
and, for one, as the friend of Mr. Webster, I 
stand here ready to meet his attack, And I be- 
heve the generous-hearted men of all parties in this 
House will stand here to meet it also. Let him 
put his insinuations into the form of specific charges 
of corruption, in sucha manner that they shall be 
tangible—ziving us names and stating what he 
means, and then I guaranty that the friends of 
Mr. Webster, and I believe every man in this 

fouse, as a friend of justice, will not interpose 
the slightest objection to an inquiry. But, sir, as 
a son of Massachusetts, and feeling a pride in 
those citizens of that State who are ever willing 
to be just and generous to one another, | could not 
be silent when I heard the great man of the nation, 
nay, sir, | am free to say at this moment, and | 
think, the great man of the world, assailed and 
Sir, [| will say 
no more. 

Mr. HILLIARD. I think it must be clear to 
all, that this debate has taken a most unfortunate 
turn. It will be admitted by the most malignant 


| assailants of the Secretary of State, that he has not 


sought to discharge the duties which we areabout 
to put upon him, Itis not by bis own act that 
he assumes the responsible place of conducting a 
negotiation for the payment of a debt which this 
That duty is put upon him by law; 
and with that apparent before our eyes, it must 
occur to every man of ordinary charity, that at a 
moment when we are debating a measure of pub- 
lic policy like this, it was a most ungenerous turn 
to give to the debate, to make it personal to the 
Secretary of State. I shall, like the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, who has just taken his seat, 
[Mr. Asumun,] not attempt his defence. I know 
nothing of the circumstances which have been re 
ferred to; but I am sure every gentleman, of every 
party, will agree with me, that public reputation 
is public property; that the fame of a great man 
is not to be thrown away idly; that .a good name 
is to be valued above all price; and that extraord)- 
nary, groundless, and malignant charges are not 
to be thrown out in.a body like this (which the 
eyes of the world behold) without being replied to 
with something at least like severity, if not with 
indignation. A splendid reputation that honors the 
country, to say the least of it—a splendid reputa- 
tion, that throws its lustre about the American 
name—the golden orb of which ts already setting 
beneath the horizon of time, is an object two much 
admired by me, at least, to be willing to, see a sin- 
gle speck placed upon it by any malignant hand. 
If I could, sir, I. would send down the fame of 
every great American citizen, of every party, to 
the grave without .a single shadow to dim it. 
There is not a man living amongst_us, lL care not 
how fierce the rivalry of party may have been, or 
how heated the contest into which we have been 
plunged—there is not an illustrious living Ameri- 
can that I do not desire to see preserve throughout 
his life an untarnished fame, and at the close of 
his career, sleep in an honored grave. And I ask 
whether this committee will hear with patience, 
charges so unnecessarily, and I believe may say 
so recklessly, thrown out against the reputation of 
that illustrious man. 

Mr. Chairman, I must be allowed to say, that 


that gentleman, || I believe much of the hostility that comes from 
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that quarter is due to the fact, that in the time | 


which has just gone by, when a cloud hung over 
the fortunes of this country which threw its por- 
tentous and threatening aspect over the Whole 
heavens—I say, it was because at that time, 
when good men began totremble for the fate of the 
Government, and bad men began to hope it would 
be overthrown—it was because that, at that mo- 
ment this great man took the responsibility of 
breasting the tide which was setting against the 
institutions of the country—I must believe, 1 say, 
that it was because he lent himself to the great 


task of resisting the legions which were bearing | 


down against the rights of the South, and put 
everything at stake for his country, that he hes 
been assailed as he has been to-night by the insin- 
uations which have been so grossly made against 
him. 

Mr. ALLEN. Will the gentleman yield me the 
floor for a moment? 

Mr. HILLIARD. No, sir; I must be excused. 
1 say that Leannot but believe that it was because 
of the eras aha yatriotic position into which that 
siatesman threw himeelf at that moment in our 
history with so much peril to himself that he en- 
countered the hostility which has expended itself 
this evening. The world will come to this con- 
clusion. He placed everything at stake for the 


cause of his country, and notwithstanding attacks | 


of this kind against him, the fame which was re- 
aplendent before, will go down to posterity with a 
atill richer lustre than it could have obtained but 
for the courage which he displayed upon that oc- 
easion. He stands out before the eyes of man- 
kind now in a more glorious and far grander posi- 
tion than he could have occupied but for the stand 
which he took at that darkest moment of our for- 
tunes. For one, as an American, I thank him for 
his courage; as a southern man, I am grateful to 
him for his self-sacrificing patriotism; and I be- 
lieve his name will be recorded upon the pages of 
the history of our times in the largest capitals, and 
in the noblest terms. Massachusetts may repudi- 


ate him—(Il do not believe she will, Massachu- || 


setts will be true to her own fame, and will stand 
hy her great son) —but if she were to repudiate him, 
the country would take himup. He 1s in no dan- 
ger. 
of his countrymen than he ever stood before. Such 
shafts cannot reach him, 

Among the first acts of my public life in this 
Hall, was the defence of that great statesman. | 
rejoice that, by a piece of good fortune, one of the 
last acts of my public career should be the same. 


I have had but one opinion of him from the be- | 


ginning to the end. He rises like some tall cliff 
in our midst; he must have mists and shadows at 
his feet, but eternal sunshine gilds his noble brow. 
1 admit that now the heavens are crowded with 
constellations which adorn it, but every man when 


he looks back to that period to which I have re- | 


ferred, must remember how dark it was, and will 
see that the first star which broke the darkness 
was Webster, Since that time others have arisen 
above the horizon, but he will ever wear the great 
nonor of emerging first, with all his splendor, 
from the gloom which overshadowed him. 

Mr. Chairman, I felt that it was due from me to 
this illustrious statesman, that as 1 commenced my 
Congressional career, so I shall close it with the 
expression of my high admiration of him. I be- 
lieve that he is upright. I believe so far as the 
yublic councils of this country can bear witness to 
his course, it has been above suspicion. Every 
act has been for his country. I believe that he 
has no higher wish than the one which he so 
nobly and eloquently expressed in his own great 
speech, that ** When his eyes shall be turned to 
“hehold, for the last time, the sun in heaven, he 
‘might not see him shining on the broken and dis- 
* honored fragments of a once glorious Union; on 
‘States dissevered, discordant, belligerent; on a 


‘land rent with civil feuds, or drenched, it may , 


* be, in fraternal blood! Let their last feeble vy 
* lingering glance, rather, behold the gorgeous 

‘sign of the Republic, now known and honored 
‘throughout the earth, still full high advanced, 


‘iis arms and trophies streaming in their original | 


‘ Justre, not a stripe erased or polluted, nor a single 
‘star obscured, bearing for its motto no such mis- 
‘erable interrozatory as, What is all this worth? 
‘Nor those other words of delusion and folly, 
* Liberty first, and Union afterwards; but every- 


‘where, epread all over in characters of living || referred the bill of the Senate No. 293, to extend | 


THE CONGRE 


a ee 


He stands stronger to-day in the affections || 





| light, blazing on all its ample folds, as they float 
|* over the sea and over the land, and in ever 
| * wind under the whole heavens, that other senti- | 
| * ment, dear to every true American heart—Lib- | 
‘erty and Union, now and forever, one and in-| 
‘ separable !”’ 

Mr. KING, of New Jersey, next obtained the | 
floor, and said: 1 will not d@tain the committee | 
long, I have no personal matter to allude to 

Loud cries of ‘*Let us rise !’’ and of “Go on !”’ 

Mr. KING, of New Jersey. Mr. Chairman, 
if I supposed that by yielding the floor I should , 
bring the committee any nearer to the determina- 
tion of the question that occupies it, | should 


cheerfully waive the right that I have acquired || 


_ by obtaining the floor. I believe, hagwever, that | 
| we have got into personal matters, which are 


likely to oceupy us the better part of the night, || 
ifevery man who rises to speak has an opportu- || 
I believe, more- i{ the same object. 


nity to deliver his sentiments. 


| over, that this question has been sprung upon us || 


without any reference at all to the object that all 
have in view. I desire, therefore, so far as I can 


has no relation to the bill. 

Mr. KING here yielded the floor to 

Mr. BURT, who moved that the committee 
rise. 

Mr. CARTTER called for tellers; which were 
| ordered, and Messrs. La Sere and Waxpo were 
appointed. 


ayes 69, noes 45. 

So the motion was agreed to, and the committee 
rose. 

The Speaker having resumed the chair, the 
| chairman of the committee reported progress. 
Mr. BAYLY offered a resolution to stop de- 
| bate in thirty minutes after the committee should 
| resume the consideration of the bill now before 
| them. 


which motion was not agreed to. 

The question recurred on the adoption of the 
resolution, and it was taken and agreed to. 

Mr. BAYLY moved to reconsider the vote by 
| which the resolution was adopted, and to lay the 
motion to reconsider on the table; which latter 
motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, said that the 
House had been doing something for the country. 
He proposed that they now do something for 
themselves. There was lying upon the Speaker’s 
|| table a resolution from the Senate, which proposed 
a distribution of the works of the elder Adams 
and Mr. Hamilton. He proposed to take that. up, 
that it might be passed to-night, with an amend- 
ment which he held in his hand. It would not 
| take more than five minutes. He moved to take 
the resolution up. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly took up from the Speak- 
| er’s table the joint resolution of the Senate direct- 
| ing the distribution of the works of the late Alex- 
ander Hamilton and the late John Adams. 

The resolution having been read twice, 

Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi, moved tc add to 
the end thereof the following additional section: 

“ And be it further enacted, That the Clerk of the House 
of Representatives be, and he is hereby, instructed to de- 
| liver to each member of the present Congress one copy of 
the eighth volume of the American Archives; and for this 
| purpose he shall use the two hundred and nineteen volumes 
of the Archives paid for at the last session of Congress, and 
purchase a sufficient number of volumes to supply the de- 
ficiency.”’ 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, inquired of 
his colleague how long it was since Congress had 
| purchased the papers of Mr. Jefferson ? 

Mr. BROWN said he was unable to answer 
that question. . 





| tion as amended was read a third time and 
assed, 

Mr. BROWN moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was agreed to, and to lay the 
motion to reconsider on the table; which latter 
motion was agreed to, 

Mr. JONES moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the House adopted the motion to take a re- 
cess during the week frem three and a half to six 
o’clock p. m.; which was entered on the Journal. 
| Mr. CROWELL, by unanimous consent, from 

the Committee on Indian Affairs, to which was 


S 


| 


SIONAL GLOBE. © 


Che question being taken, the tellers reported— || 


Mr. BURT moved that the House adjourn; || 


The amendment was agreed to, and the resolu- || 








Feb. 25, 


the benefit of an act to regulate intercourse w; 

the Indian tribes and to pease peace a 
frontier, approved the 30th June, 1834, to the - 
| ple of the State of Texas and others, reported the 
same with an amendment, accampanied by - 
port in writing; which bill and report were je. 

ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
| of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. HARALSON, the House 
then adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &c. 


The following petitions and memorials were presented 
| under the rule, and referred to appropriate committees : 


By Mr. DURKEE, (in behalf of Mr. Presrox Kixo 
whois confined to his room by a broken knee-pan:) The 
| petition of 17 citizens of Washington county, New York 
| asking the immediate repeal of the act passed at the last 
session, known as the-fugitive slave law. 
Also, the petition of 53 citizens of the same county, fo 
Also, the petition of 91 citizens of the town of Phelps 
| Ontario county, New York, asking for the repeal of the 
fugitive slave law. 


|| _ Also, the petition of citizens of the town of Farmington, 
by my interposition, to put an end to that which || Ontario county, New York, asking the repeal of the fugi 


| tive slave law. 

|| Also, the petition of 85 citizens of Washington county 
New York, asking for the immediate repeal of the fugitive 

| slave law. 

|| _ Also, the petition of 54 citizens of Washington county, 

|| New York, asking for the immediate repeal of the fugitive 

i] slave law. 

Also, the petition of 33 citizens and legal voters of the 

|| town of Phelps, Ontario county, New York, asking the re- 

|| peal of the law known as the fugitive slave law. 

Also, the petition of 266 electors of New Haven, Oswego 

|| county, New York, asking for a repeal of the fugitive slave 
law. 

| Also, the petition of citizens of Niagara county, New 

| York, asking for a repeal of the fugitive slave law. 

Also, the petition of George W. Rose, asking Congress 

| to pass a resolution for a national day of fasting and prayer 
on aecount of the sin of slavery. 

| Also, the petition of citizens of Madison county, New 

| York, asking the repeal of the fugitive slave law, on the 

ground that the law is unconstitutional. 

Also, the petition of citizens of St. Lawrence county, 
New York, asking that alleged fugitives from slavery may 
|| be secured the right of trial by jury. 

Also, the petition of citizens of the town of Manchester, 
State of New York, asking for a repeal of the fugitive slave 
law. 

By Mr. PUTNAM: The petition of J. V. W. Abbott, as- 
sistant marshal, and others, of Pike, Wyoming county, 
New York, praying for additional pay to assistant marshials. 

By Mr. BROWN, of Indiana: The petition of Joshua 
Fussell and 85 others, men and women, of Madison county, 
Indiana, praying the repeal of the fugitive slave law. 

By Mr. HOWE: The petition of John McCrea and 4 
others, citizens of Pennsylvania, praying Congress to mod 
ify the tariff by increasing the duties upon iron, coal, and 
other articles. 
| By Mr. BURROWS: The petition of Robert C. Fan- 
ham, assistant marshal, and others, citizens of Orleans 
county, New York, asking for additional compensation to 
| assistant marshals. 
| By Mr. RISLEY: The petition of James Nelson and 
| others, citizens of Cattaraugus, New York, praying Con- 
| gress to increase the compensation of deputy marshals tor 
| taking the census. 











Tuespay, February 25, 1851. 


The PRESIDENT of the Senate laid before the 
|, body acommunication from the Secretary of War, 
|! made in compliance with a resolution of the Sen- 
|| ate of the 19th instant, transmitting a report from 
|| the Chief of the Ordnance Bureau, exhibiting the 

number of muskets, rifles, and pistols belonging to 
| the United States armories, arsenals, and ordnance 
| depots, together with an estimate of the number 
which the materials now on hand would complete: 
| which was read. 
|| Mr. BADGER. I move that the report lie on 
|| the table and be printed. 
| Mr. WALKER. I would suggest to the Sen- 
| ator from North Carolina to withdraw so much of 
'| his motion as relates to printing. If it goes to the 
|| printer the probability is that it will not reach us 
in time for action. It is a report which will be 
| needed when certain bills now before the Senate 
‘| come up for consideration. 
i Mr. BADGER. I will merely move, then, t 
| lay it on the table for the present. 
| "The motion was agreed to. 
i} 


The statement shows the whole number as fol- 
| lows: 


Whole number of muskets fit for service, of every de- 
GG ie oo oocccecesebreewucdcvaghsveest® 511,259 


| 
IN SENATE. 
| 
| 


Number unserviceable..............<.+0++ 8,818 
Whole number of rifles of every kind.........- 61,891 
Number unserviceable............+-.0-+++ 8,166 
Whole number of pistols of every description... 25,374 

| Number unserviceable...........6.. 05505: 1,915 








